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Ioannis kourεnbεk:

ChIistian Moootheism:
Erclu§iνiφ or opennes§ to otherne§§?

Thesc dgys τhòτÝ iS α nccd for αη ecuaeiical Þονεmòηι ýαι wiΙl ηοt haνc, as

its οη]γ ιarget, th€ healing of pa§t schisms duough dialogue but wil] αηòmρι
to approach unity ιhτουSh today's mυΙιßρΙßòßtγ of reliβous expressions, ΙÞ
spilc of §omc growin8 roacιions αgαßη§ι interconfcssional aÞd jileπcligiouò

dialogιε, chτßsιßα!§ froro αΙΙ over lhe ψorld recogEize ιhε bcnefit§ and irD.

ροτÞÞc€ of dialogue, γÜ ýεγ αι. §ιßΙΙ toýled aboý ιhò yarieιi€s of reΙigiou§
explc§sion, Τhυ§, the vic\V Ιhαι ιhò phenomcaoa of s}ºτcr€lism ßs α fαòt of lifθ
ßη global society ýat shou]d bc θΙeη §.riously ß§ herrd.VeD fom ýe morrths

of chιßSιßαη ýÝοΙοgßαη§ §,hο ροßηι to ιh€ rclationýip betwccl s}mcrcιisπr and
pacifi§m α5 αη exampΙc of Þεη good wßΙΙ ßÞ ρmmοιßÞg ßηιòιτεΙßgßου§ dia-
logue.l

chri§tianjty is Þοιτ, moying ιο\γαιd α dialogue. along 'λ,ßý Islam and ýε
Asian τεΙß8ßοηò, ιhαι is iniomcd by aÞd has implication§ for ýε ciιire "global
ιγοτΙd,": Ιι is ýÝ \yorld ßη ßι§ .ηιßτòtγ ýαι òacompass.s boý ιhò εΙοbαΙßηιßοη
of οlιι òßνßΙßΖαι Ιοη5 αΔd Ιhò profoundly iÞ§u|ar Vo.i"ry οΙ oιr òßνßΙßΖαιΚηs, w ò
liνe ßη bοý worlals sßÞυΙιαbεου§Ιγ - §c liVe ii§ide thcm and wc expericnc€

' S.. L.M, Dolaη "D.ν.lορmΦt Φd spΓiluΔtity: PasoÞrl η.ΙΙοÜßοßs οt α cαÞο]ßζ,"
ßη Ρ. λlßs.Þ. / Μ- MaΙilg (eΙls,r, GΙοΙα] cßνßΙι\οηοÞ? Π. caιtjbuιiaΛ οΙ R.Ιι8ιασ
σ.ν ¾ork, 2ΦΙ), 279: "Ιt Þ..d ß! ýτιι Φ8]τ$ ιο δΚ qι.sιßοÞs sucb ιòι ν}6ι ß§
syr.rcri§ý loday] κ §γηΦþm α ßαιýι! òΦφυΦ.. of Ιßνßη8 ß. α §ÝculÝrizcd
ψοιl.Ρ Should φò *. ιhò ,do!ιjon of dirful rom§ οΙ cfußsτßΦßιγ by ßÞdßgεÞοý
pcoPl§. wiÞ ý.η νΦΦιßΦ of ΦΦ§tο6 .nd lh.ir Ιον. of ηαfuΕ, α§ . fοπ of
srÞcΕliΦ? \νΙο is God Φd who G ]Φ? Ιτhατ dΦ§ Ιηòπαιßση π.αß rσ 6 biuion
pcoplc? wßΔß dοÝ§ ιhò ηÞdΦ.ßιAΙ !þòßηl. !υι foN.ed αι ΙhÝ Vorld Day of Ρτ6γÝτ
for ΡΦ ßη 

^s§ßò, 
'ιο bc τοΕ.ιΙσ ro ρηγ bÞ ßοι ιο Ρογ ιοgÝιhσ', Μ ßη loday's

sag. of ßηι.ττεΙßglουs dialogu.?-

' ι{òΕ ιhò Þ.αÞßÞg Brl.tl ιο ι fuιιΕ'¸ιοbd ÜηßòαΙ ,γstξÞ" .ppδes, ,omeýjn8 ιhαt is
ψοηh Θdσilg ßη th. r οτÜò oiRobòn λ,ßιΙΦ 'Τ!c *ond ß b..oDi!8 Φ iDι.ιd€rcn,
dent, η is ΙßΚ. Φ€ body, ΙΙ haνc s ΦG s,ysrζE ý.τ η ν.τγ adι@ccd. \ν. iaνc α
glohιl bniι Ιßο§, ι. Þc.d ι global he{t αÞd q εlohal ΦυD', ψhich Ινß, ΑrΦ comPle
mcn§ α\ foυoqs: 'ß ιοýd add þοτ ν. dΦ ι..d ! global cΦienc., býed οß α

slobal εýßò" l'§ΦdÞßþ \aG, s Globül ΕιÞjò, Φd GΙοδαΙ GoiΦcc,'' iι l9ιisch.
/ licrιriÞE, 6/οüαl c'V,]þ@o,, Ι Φ}
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ýem as ensconced ßη and ßηιεmòιßÝ lrßý α ÞυΙτßτΙßgßου§, mulliculΦral so

òßειγ. SociÝly ßÞ bοý ο{ιhòòò dirncnsions αΙ§ο op€rates οι aiolher plane. the
plane of"clccπonic §ociθl_V." siÞce ýτουgh ιhε Ιηtεmει ßι is po§sible for us to

be ßη touch wßιh αΙ] ihe comeΙ§ οfþò EaÞh.]
It ß§ generalΙy acc€plcd ιΙΗι lhc mοsι ßηß'lυòηιßαΙ òωßα] dειε.mßηαηι§ οfω-

day are ηοτ idcological, political, or financial bυτ Ιath€r òυΙιυταΙ ατ α τßmε
]Ihen Ieligion has the fýsι word ßη α world ιhαι §eck Φßtγ οη ιhe basi ofνaι,
ues,4 ]'hc hisιory of ΕυιοΡ ha§ pΦVed ιhαt we have b€en influÝnccd by mαηγ
òυΙτυfòs and that ψε αrε òοηòιαηιΙγ ßη ιουòb u,,ith neψ οÞÝ§ ßη ιhò multiculÞ]Ial

σenas whσc we liνe- Addiionally, \νÝ aΙe αΙΙ a\rarc ofþe fact thαι religion
has not δΙ\ιαγs bccn α fαòιοτ ßη crcatiνc moνcment and ει¼Ιυιßοη, and ιhat the

τermrs ofwar and human α|ßεηαιßοß haνe ofteι moιiνaιid re]igiou§ ideology

aΙd οτεαηßΖαιßοη.1 This ß§ αÞ ßmροτωηΙ ροßÞι, b€causc - wßtßουt iniending ιο
ßηναΙßdιτßò ιhc dßsι'ηòtßοη§ and differcnces betνrθen religions and ιhεßτ cultures

- ΕυΓορÝαη lhou8ht and expe.iencc, cspccially òßηòε it has beeΙl fcΓmcnι€d

wjý ιhò cxpÝrience οß diνersity, could rνork ιs αη aÞidoιc agΔinst ιhε ex-
§cmc ccnιralizcd 1τòπÜ§ of εΙοbαΙßΖαιßοη.ü

Ι Rc8lrding òοÞÞοÞ òbαμ:ßΦ§ßòò fo, ý. οß. §llld Þd Þ. chaig., or ριοhιòÞ§ οß
ιhε ρ.ορ]6 ýqι h9V. Φ.rξ.d νßιb Þ.η.ÞcοÞισ, Φ Ρ, lvli§.b.. "Τοψ!τd. ciνili,
sclioD wΦýγ οΙιh.lßυΜ PCMπJ ßη Mk.Þc ] t c*ling, οιοbοι cßνιlκιιßοη, ΙΙf,
ΙD this òοΙΙΦην. Voh!Þc. ιh. Μυ§ΙßÞ S, lνl.ιmod,Abωi!, ßη 'º§Ιαm !Þd Global GoV-
òmÞηοò"' 289, al,rc§§€s hi,n§.roι ιbß§ τýßηι φßý ý. folloψin8 mδrklh]c ψοd-ò:
"Howcyer, ýÝ ßηòιΦßßg b.tΦgcπcity c..abd by bý8cοÞßηg ροριΙαιßοÞι αÞd greaιer
gÝogτιphic mΦbßΙßιγ, Þd th.shaφcicd 3òÞsßßνßιßαò ιοwσd ruo§.Dd idcnliιi.s iD uD

inoEι§ingly pa6tσizcd .Þd hοmοφÞß7.d *orld ýÝ ΦΦγ oflhc mιlljDedj.]. mÞΙΦ
iho ιιξι of ,ddrΦü,n8 ιhò φßτßιυΔΙ þιΙ ý. ÞοταΙ òνΦ ÞΦ òh.lΙΦgßÞ8, |-.γÜ ßß his-
lory ψεò ιhΦ gteιe, Αò{ΦΦ οfιh. ν3ß.ιγ ý fucs.nd Þαßοηs, ωd Dctl bcfoi
*ιò lhc νιòι *8πòDι of bΜßξν.τΡαd so g.PbicΞlly to m.Þ's ßýΦßιγ ιο fu,
òο!ιÝγ.d Viγidly ßÞ lzbΙοßdò Þd oD τΙΦcßοη ΦÞs ßÞ Ιß\ß!ε ιΦÞ, .òΦs Sο!ιh

Ι SΦ Mi!.hc ι Mσkline, 6]οbαι cΜιßsοιlοι,α,3,26,.'Τ\ò qυò§ιßοrº b.Ιor. υ§, i\cn, h
ηοι ψhòýÞ α DeV Þ.orld ordΦ ψßΙ] Φσεò !. Espon* Ιο ÞΦ global ßηΡ.Βιßν*, bιt
ßÞιhq wιαι laιd ofvorld oidcΡ BΦcd οÞ whαι wσIdνics,? ψ}Þι ναΙυ.§? wh8ι eιhiò
üid .ιhοü? \Π!at ιiπd of ιΦdcEhip wΙΙΙ 8!idc and shal. η? ψßιbουι ΕΙßgßου§ ßdεÞιjιγ,
prospcas for 8ΙοbαΙ hÞane goyefrΔice Þ νηhουι ý. φßηfud òhüΒòιÜ ýαß cω
mobili2c aÞd mοιßναιò οß α basis ιhΔι ß§ Γατ ÞΦ ρονΦfuΙ ιhÞ $h.l ιÞ. ru]Gt,
sccul.r ι*οη, and ιπßeιßΦ οt αιßοο.lßΦ hay. ιο οΙΙσ,-

Ι SΦ also ΜαßÞοý AbajiL -lsιab," 2Ε4,
6 SΦ ,tso ιΙτò iftcEstinc σßtßòß§Þ ot "DσmiiiN Ι6Φ" ιΙαι JohΦ Rcilωdoria

fukcs, "ΖÞ oinodoΙjφrcýIcπ yoD DοÞßý Ιsý,- ßι λΙ, J, RαßÞc. (cd-), Daπr
ηÞ Ιιfls: ΙÞηδβßò. wαhfhιßι οdtτ fuιΦßg. Κη.hι? DοΚ,ηÞι., ΗßÞι.lgτýηιΙ.,
SιÞΦ@hε υιιι Fοιgεmgα Qνlýηηα.2ωΙ), Ι02,Ι1. hπ ΙΙOΙ



There are, of coιrrse. cοηιemροmη, thßýeτò7 who m€rcly αò.€ρι α skeptic,
αΙ plura]jsm, Τ}εγ ατ€ ßη agrccmenι wßý each other aÞd c]aim ýαι rhe global-
ßΖαΙßοη τrends, ιγhßòh ατε favorΕd by ε.oDomy, sιαηdατdßΖαtßοη exchangc of
View§, aÞd inιcrest5, proÞote, jn ýÝßτ ωm, α cuiosity foΙ local, idiosync.atic,
€χρετßmεηταΙ, and rlοι so 8ener.lizcd exprc§sions of life and ατε suspiciou§ of
eνcry attcmpt ßοq,ατd unity (υ.ßfiòαιßοη), Ιι is ιhεÞ coDsidÝIed tlat every
ihoughι of υιßfiòαιßοη, even i,ithia ýe cΚßòιßπ gοl.r,erÝ, \λ,ßιhßß ýe dialogue
amoig rcligion§ αÞd the uniνersal τßφι ofýe moνcmenι ofhumaÞ righls, will
b€ finally disÞis§εd ωιhßη lhe ftame of ιljs logic (ßÞ ιεπη5 of tbe parιicuiaΙ),
That is, ßι ιψßιΙ be di§missed as . ναßη οτ.νeη θ§ αÞ αυιhοτßßαιßαß ιrend.ι

It sccm§, horνeνÝr, ýαι ýc djycδity and coΦplexiιy οfιhò way of life ßη
Þodcm §ociety also l€ads ω ιhε ρhßΙοòορυ οΙ dß|òιòrο, aÞd οß ιhò ραηßòιιΙατ,
α§ w.ll as ω the αdοrαιßοη of di§tinction and Varicψ. Υει if \ye coD§ider ýÝ
claifi ιhαι diνersiιy and pluralism belong ιο ýò r.al, ιh. good, and the sub-
§tanýally Þice, we can se€ thaι sßÞòò αΙΙ ιh€§ò cνa|uaιions ιαΚ. place primaΙily
wßýßη ýÝοτòtßòαΙ diιlogue (ιιÞßòh fανοι§ thc dòνÝΙοΡmòlt of differenccs aÞd
di§ιinciions), wbeD ßt coΕes ιο obsσVing ýòs€ idΦls fu real aclion, wc are
confΙontcd wih α paΕdox _ ho\r do w. obseπc οýeΕ ßη order ιο ÝναΙυgιe
ου ωeracιions wßιh ýòm ßη α fi6ηηÝτ thαι ß§ frcc cηοιΦ from ουτ cultuΙe
bound ýòοτγ §ο ýαι ινε are αΙ§ο ablc ιο dccply coaprehcnd ýε diνcr§ity of
ιhε othcr ßη αη sυý€ηιßο \ναγ1 Υòι one glance αι cιrrrcnι eνeηιs τεν€αΙs ýαι υΙ,
ιιa-conseryaιism aDd xenopbobia ßη inodòm Ευιορ€ sιòια from α decrcasÝ ßη
and α ηÝ8]εòι offamiliar religious ναΙυòò, òßÞòε Þοýßßε ihaι comc§ ftom ουι-
Side can haπn man (or his culýrc), mοτι ιhαη ψhαι coiics from insidc,'

291

aid 249 (di*ýsio'l of w, ν, LßÞdηα ωd S. κfrρý σÞ ιη. book by τ, sΦdΦ.iΦ.
DΦ Frendεn ν.Βι.hÝη: εßπ Prarlirrτe Ι/gm.,Ürt (GüηßηgΦ. l 996),

Fοτ our coÞsideraion hξ. ò ýο Α, ιtουtφ.ο. 'üκΦ.η. uid ooll6fh8c (Di.
BedcuÞÞg dcs λ.ιοrοýòßsΦýò ßη cila ÞýΙτjΚιΙfuτΙl.Þ G.βΙΦhαß),'' ßÞ dfuπ.Þι:
s.h. ιund,.hÜ 50 (1Φ1): 39.5.4, ò5ΡΦßαΙΙγ !, 39ß
sò cfuisι π αg aegeΜý 52 (2ω2):425: "Ιß j§ noι &ngaoω ιhe ουι§ßdò òhαι]eÞ8ò
thfuugh α òΙσοÞ ιhαß ΕΦιΕ kecp5 foΕigÞ ßι ß§ ΦΕ, b!ι r.ltσ ý. lcadiÞg η.τΙòßß
of Eligion by ýò ,!ßÞινr] ß αßσ of ιh. Þ,]ωtγ of ýò ρορυΙαtßοη α f;.fua] ig_
nfuc. md ι ooÞscious Efl.cÜol ofý. afΕπhoughl 'oycr ý. lιòι ttiie§'. w. arc
ΕαΙΙγ dΦ]ßÞ8 τßý ! ησ Φòδγ ò Φòmγ Dοι οfÞÞγ (iods. bul πý.τ οfοÞε ood
, ,, Thc fal! of Eιiopc hÞgs decisiv.ly, ßη Þ€ ÞftΦ ò §!ΙΙ, οη ιh. sh!ΡÝ οa φßηωαΙ
oýfud.i Ιt ýßΙl .οΙ b. α mαασ of Ιßι]Ý ß.ΕτÝ$ fοι ιh. fΦßÞΕ of ýò EurorΦ
υßßοι. §ý.tha Þò qυΦιßΦ of cid Fiu hd. oιt ý ανοß.lιbßò Ρßπl. νßΦ of thc
Vorld or ιhòýσ ρΦρΙò wiι αß* ßt ιο b. ýò priioary ßhßÞg ßÞ ý€ßτ .χλι€ηΦ. to α
figηι fΦ α bòττα §ο.jαΙ, cυrΦd. τΦΙßτßΘ] life" (ßι §cπ@), Sξ òΙsο τh. aÞiclc of l.



298

This raiscs several que§ιiois: Ιη olr current, mοdετD global context, how
.αη and should oic θΙΚ about God α ιcligioo? L it pos§ible Ιοι "faith ßη
God" to εηια ýßò mulÜEligious / multiculiu.aΙ acna wßιh α òοmρειßιßνe dis-
position. aDd is it po§§ible ιhαι (chri§ιian) monothei§Ia might bc found ιο bc
th€ mοsι Viable, the mοòι φßηtυΙΙγ '!seful" faiιh penpectiνe bciore αlΙ οιheτ
Vie§points? cαÞ mοßοιhòßstßò faiý bc α posiιiνe υηßΤßη8 fαOιοι ßη globa]iza-

ιßοη, conmunication, and ýε cradicaýoi οß diffc.eιc€s \VirhiÞ sο.ßÝτγ ßß α
mαDÞετ ιhat addτcss€s αΙΙ ýαι is ιορßòαΙ ψhile SpealiDg tο universal ηοιßοη§
ind quesÜons αbουι lifc and de3ý? cαη wÝ ßροΓε th€ fict thaι Cfujstian
monotheism, ßη spiι€ of ßι§ beiÞg ba§ed οη Ττιηßιαιßαη Ιαßý, is itseΙf α ιορßò for
debale aÞd dialogυc ψßýßÞ chΙlstian òοmÞυηßιßεs? And òαη \pc i8norÝ ιhατ

Ι]iuslim tÞeologians, haνing chτßsιßrß ιhòο!οgγ of ιhε wεsι ßη mind, ιrc òτßτß-
òsΙ of chτß§ιßαοßtγ'§ dßòτßηòιßοη bòι\γò€η ιhe §acrcd and ιhò piofanc. the relΙ
8ious and the mundaτl€, pτoffering insι.ad thai αΙΙ Sph€.c§ of life σc τòΙΙ
gious?lo So, wc mυ5ι α§Κ ουτsεh¸s, does chjßsιßαη monoýeism haνc th. òτßι!
cal. theological re§ourcÝs \νßýßπ ßι to εχιòDd α dialogical bridεe towurd its
conlending interlocutors? Docs ßt b.νÝ ιhò ability ιο assumc the Vanguard to-
rvard mufual Unde.§anding ινßýßÞ interreligiouò and mυΙιßòυΙιυταΙ di§coιrrsc
ßη α ι"γ Þαι gocs beyond τ{ords. amounting Ιο gcnuine §ocial haImon/

we bclicνc it doÝs, TÞe Triniιarian monoιhcism ofchri§ιianity has proVcd

Ιhαι ιfuουgh ýε dß§tßηòιßοß bctιyeen Þτρο§ια.òß§ and rtalιrs ßΙ caß) achicνÝ .lis-
cufsiνe υηßΙγ,ßη,οιh.mò§§ α§ easily ιs it cai achieνc οýεmÝgò,ßη_υηßtγ. lη
ινhατ fοΙΙοwò. ιγe 'rill fuflλσ cxplor. ýjs d)sιßηòιßοß,

The comprehcnsloi of Trlditιrirn λroioth.i3m

Ιη the τòΙαιßοπsΙιßρ bòιwe€n ýÝ fαßιhfu] aÞd chτßòι, thÝ faitbful's cxperieÞcc of
the Trinitarian God can b€ clearly seell, ror tÞe faiýful, ýò §Pirit ofljfe ß§ τhε

ΡεtιΦ. "ΜυΙιj.υΙfuÜΙΙτγ Φ 3 SΦßαΙ Frcl Φd SΦß3Ι D.ÞÞnd"'ßß Χαθ'οdüν Ι6
(2000)] 5, Ι 7, ψtcrc ýα. η ιhc qýcslioD οfýÝ ΦοΙιιßοD of òοßfiυÞßòαtjΦ.

jß M3nÞoud,Λb.dii, "l§bE " 285, Ιοι ßΕιδΦ, cxpr.ss hirn*lf α fo]loψsi "ΑΙΙ
mιιΦ of ýßs *σΙd. 

'ßοω 
ιÞε DΦß Φηρl.χ ιο ý. mΦι ÞÞdÞζ σ€ §ubj.ct ιο

rcligious conΦs. l, thει msÝ, Φ.ηýß.e iS *Fζ and Elgioi is ρα1 of Φeryday
lif. lid Þοι α nfud òοßΓý.d to s!Φific αþ οß sp.ciiic days, lieν.rΦ.lc$, ýò lrcnch
SωßοΙοgß§ι Emj]c DΦjh.im mαßÞιßß!.d rλat rcligjΦus ρhΦσηΦα ΦαeÝ whòÞ α

sφòιßοη Ι made b.twΦ ýε φλπ of ý. profò. _ lbe ΜΙÞ of €νσ,τdα) ÞßΙß,
bßΦ ü.tßνßtγ , Φd ýò αΡδΦ οf ý. 9.,τÜ ýε ηΦßηου Φd ιß. ωòΦdcnEl,"



spfit of Cbrisι ind God,tl Howeνer. ýßò is ηοι m€αÞι duatisτically; fo. ßη Οι_
ιhοdοχ Chrisιolog}', christ is God, Ιη ΜοΙιmαηη's \ß€ιλ,, hοι{ενετ, duality and
divisioÞ πε Ιhe disιincliye f€atυres of ιhßò theological cxpressjon, Ιη οιbeτ
words, he bcLiòVes thaι "in ihe òοιηÞυηßοο ofΙhe faiιhirl ι{ßth chri§τ, thc God
of Chτß§ι be.omes thc God οßιhÝ faiιhful,"l'

Herc ßι becomes eνident ιhαι ΤτßηßÞτßαΙl τhòοΙοgγ is ηοt prop€rly coπ€-
lated φith chrisωlogy. ΜοΙσηπτη uÞdcrscores ýαι "thc 'Fαthòτ of Jesus
c}τßsτ' has nothing to do wßý ýε faEily faýer§ or ýε homclaÞd""3 ßητεηd_
jng, oicouΝe, to §αγ ýαt this God is ηοι connccιÝd το ΙhÝ paτriaτchical οι ρο,
ΙßßßòαΙ God of εròßòηι rcligions, Υετ ιhετÝ ß5 grcaτ yalidiy το τhe ýεοΙοgßòαΙ
ιτυý ýat chrisι hims.Iξ αò GοÜ reνeals ßι His Pcrson Α ΤþßιαιßαD God of
loνe (Ι, John 4:Ι6), A§§urcdly, chτßsτßα.ßψ is ιhε 'τεΙßg;οη" oi "ftcÝdom ßη
ΙονÝ." Stiu, ιτ,e ψouldn'τ darc ω dj§τinguish ιhò ιeτm crrΔ, fτοm ιhc ιeτm§

God atld ýÝ sρßηι, οη ιhò ba§is of ýÝßι h}¸ostaιic dß§ιjηòιßοÞ \riιhout stre§s-

ing, Δι the same time, the òοπ!ιιυÞßοη ofιhe divine cssenc€ ιhαι youchcs for
monoιheism, Τhò cxprcssiσn of ]νΙοΙυrαπι giνc§ us ýε iÞpressioi ιhat Trini_
tarjan Theo]ogy and chιß§ιοΙοgγ αιÝ confuscd whei ιhε òοÞιhοπ mergy οΙ
the persons docsn't αρρ€3ι ιο be ba§cd οη thcir "ßη cssÝnce τòΙαιßοηShßρ"! but
raýer οη αÞ ÝχtòτηαΙ ι}?ε of òοοΡmιßοη"l' And ß ýould be ηοι.d τhαι λ4οΙη

mαηÞ him§elf firnher οη endorses αΙΙ ýοsε elcments of ιετmßηοΙοgγ thal υη-
derscorÝ ýε ιhòologicsl ò§§εηßοη ιhαι ýò meaDing of 6od iS coÞÞecιed ψßý
ckisιology, sjnoe Je§us, ýò son of God, is ofone cssÝÞc€ ψßý ιhε Fαιhετ,υ

&c Þοτ iD.l, λ{οΙΦα!D" Ττß,ßιdι,Þd R.i.h Gοιξ: ΖÞ αοÜ.slεrΡ. (Muiich, Ι960);

'dcD, 
'ºh w.ßΦÞ ητιD dÜ Τßηßιr1;' ßη. ιdÞ, ΕÞοhfuαgα ιhωιοgβ.h.η D.ικòη!:

y.8e ι,d Fomn chÞòιΙßòhσ 71ΦΙοgò (Οß€ßòΙοh, Ι φ9), 26C90.

Ιν{οΙtßωη, ,ΙlοΦrtε6Þω. lΙ7: "Iß dÜ chrßηý8Φ.ß!*Þ!Þ wird dcl Goti christi
zum cοß dσ οΙΔυb6d!Þ, Ds ºbbaιo.h.imis 

'.§υ 
δfrßα si.b ΖυÞ '!Μ V.ta',

ΑlS Jòls ιΙ§ Αhbα{rεhÝßπηιs ootιe§ uld §ich òΙbÞ dλii αΚ dΦ ,8cli.bt.i sohn'
ΦιΦh!, νò!.β σ *ßΕ fΦilic ýÞd bcgΦ ßπ ΚΕß§ d., Ατη.η d.§ νοΙΚ.5 (ocb-
ΙοÞ Φ l.bci (λ&. ],3ι-35),"

ι,lolthΦ.,jlr.rod!ei,π!s, Ι Ι7.

ιßΙοΙmΦ, ,Morcrrdij,nω, Ι ΙΕ: '¶Φ.dýg ιο ýò φßm* of tb. Ncw Τ.§ι2Þòηξ lλe
'εrue of chτßÞ' Φd 'ιhÝ Ιοτ of cýd' δ!d 'ιhc coωrnuioi ofýc ΗοΙγ Sliria !Ü ý
ηhÝ cxpcricnc€ of Þ. cdΦcd Þd rcbom lifc bg.ιÞòL Τß. ρ.Βοff ýαt αòι ιοgòýΦ
ψßthý σ. ß,ΦΦΙΙγ diΕΦι: cbIii-{jod-SPinι γ.ι ýcy π so.iqΙy boýd ιοg.ýα
loφεd ιhò EdciΦlioι οΙ ιh. Φt d b.ßÞ_ss, ιοιτd ιhò .cπ.l coEriιnity οt God,
Τ!. ncψ .ßρòηΦ. of nfc ß! cΙΕßsηΦßιγ c δ ΙßbÝΓÜßη8 α ýÝ .χΡþΦòò of ιhε
Exodý ß! ΙòταεΙ ,.," (tι,δΙατßοΕ Þine),

ΙrοΙfuÞÞ, ]κDrÞ.ýυ6, ΙΙ8: "ID ýe cfuýdΦ Ττßηßτßσ dοeπλ ιhò Ττýßιατßδ
εχ9αßσΦ of cid lΦhes ßι§ mΦiιg, ηη ι*ò ρΙαΦ hy Dcans of ýò fad τhαι thc



'wc obscΝc. τhυò, α òοπfιιsßοη ßη ιhc usc a.d εχρΙοßtαιßοη of common
tenns jn cfuisιian ýeology, wheÞ chnstiaÞ þ€ologians attεmpt tο €ηιετ ßηßο
dialogυe \[ßdτ oþer rcligions, ßη τhis casε. ιιÞth ΙsΙατη, And, iιr þiS way, Cητß_
ιßαD Donoiheism sets ßιòeΙfιιρ for misundcrsτandiDg aDd weakenò ßιò eschato-
logjcal premjses,l6 Indeed, MoltmanÞ ß§ ofthe ορßηßοη thαι "for christianiφ
rhe ωtαΙßιγ and χηßγòτòαΙßτγ of God of Clrist belong ιο òsò}ατοΙοσ' Ür /re
ChyiòleΔheit gehorcι υÞßνòτòαΙßιtßι υηιΙ ΤοισΙßιÜι αεò Gοιιòò Chτßòιß ßh dßò Εò,
òhοιοΙοgßε),\1 Τhε gεηßιßνò "ιΙòò Gοιιεò Chlisιi'does ηοι make clear that
chJi§ι is God, aDd α bi8 quesιion is lefi man§wered by Moltmann'S eschaιo,
logical νjcψ, which, moieoνa, oνeιemphasizes ιh€ Ρετfεòτßοιι of ýο €s.}dla
and dοεsηº str9ss ýε (soleriologica!) significance ofýe incamaιcd pΓesence

ofιhe Djvine word ßη τhc ψorld.l8 Thafs \λ,hγ ιhe qucsιion iri§es for λ{ο]ι-
mann ινheιhòτ christian moDoιbeism can indeed bc chaΙactθrized as mono,
theism, Along tÞese lincs, ýò cxample of Areios ploνjdcs uS α cauτjonary
ßαιe,

Areios con§idered ιhe word ιο be the first creation ofcod because his ßη,
tention was to Suppon ιhc monarchy ßη Ττßßßιγ, So h€ turned christ ßηtο α

mere Ýacher ofeιhics, Τh€ church decided against Areios and ßη fανοτ of Gr,
Αιhαηα§ßοs ßη ιòτms of ΤτßηßιατßαÞ fαßιh howcyer Areios found suplorters
cνcn Ιαιcη ßη ιhc y€ars ofýe Refoτmation thcs€ were the Sokinians, and ßη
the earlier years the Humanisτs ofchrist, Ιη these ca§cs ßι scems that being α

chιßsιßαη and bclicνjng ßη God wσÝ ι\νο differcni lhings, Vr'e €mphasize this
because the lo8ic of prcpaIing thc ιναγ for αη lslΦnjc undcrstaÞding of ιhò

meωirg ofcod is boÞd $nh chr'sιololy. Jò9υò. 'ý. SοÞ ofGod' ]§ {ith ýò FαýÞ
αÞd thc Spiril of onc es*ice , ,," (trriralioa mßÞò),

ννò sιτ§§ ιhßò Dοßßι b*αι* rhc mon ßπροηαÞζ ψe òοιΙd òßr, chaptcl ßÞ the oihodox
ιlcology ß5 ýò υßßοÞ ofth..liyii. q.ßý ýò hÞÞ, α ÞιοÞ ιÞαι ÞΔ9 Þ ωòhÝΙοΙοgßòα]
dlmΦsion, .And, of come, ffò dimcÞòioD ßò ßÜ α mò]ΙοÞtοΙοgγ, bυι ralher α ßαbιò
hislorical òνòηι ßß ιhe ναγ face of rhc Diyinc ψord, who, ßι Ιiis facc. fumcd ιbò
'c,Lha'ic cmplying. ýò -ε*tαÞò" ρhιΙαηιÞFργ ,ηιο Faliι1

See ΙνtοlιÞΦ, ηrοmrΙeßòπιτ ] ] 8

see ΙνΙοΙιτηm, νο,οrrε6nιò, Ι]9j 'Τhcn q'ßΙΙ th. ureesoDe God bccome οßΙγ oDe
cod ad Ι{is magnificσoc q,ßΙΙ ρΦeιηιε αΙ ýßηòS aΙd ý€d li8ht οη ιheÞ ºαΦ, foΙ
the fusl time, will sΦΦe be able lo say ιhα1 Gω is 'lhe ταΙ]tγ of eyeηthjne
deι]rod', (R. ΒýιÞΦ, w Pamcnhcrg), Thcn, for ιhò f$l lime. ω onc speak οΙ 1
liÞ]Þess οmßΡοlòιòε, eImal ι,GωΦ and oniisciΦoe οΙ God, Bιt ßη hjòιοη ýòòe
Ωρεηοτ qυaliticò of ωd haνe beΦ de6neÜ οιιΙηεd and fomed by chIin'' (tran$



cΚßstßαÞ notion ofcod cou]d ßß effecι b€ preparing þe *,αγ foι α ßÝ*, tγρÝ of

Ιη keePji8 ν.ßý ýε αbονÝ, ßι ha§ become òνßdεηι ýατ compreheision of
TrinitaΙian monothcisιÞ is ηοι θken for gΓδted ßη chτß§ιßαÞ ιhcology- That is.
jn ýε ενgηι ιhαι α diyer8enι òοτÞρι€hστ§ßοß of God_chrisι Ýmerges ψßýßπ
djalogue, ChrisnaDity may conνcΝe wßιh l§lam about chdst as one mole

ριορhει,Ι9 bυι ßι òαßηοι dεmοß§ιmΕ the cyalgclic ßτυý ýαι God Hiπ§e|f be_

came humaι. Υει, it is regarding ýß§ ιruιh ýαt Christiaιity has α dcbt to thc

òηιßßε woτld, α dcbι ιο dòτΙÜε ιhαι ιhε ηαΦΓαΙ relatioDship among the T.inj-
Θιßαη ρÝτsοηs is opci for ΡαηßòßρΑιßο! to αΙ human§ ιΚουgh Chri§ι

Indec4 onc could arguÝ ýαt christianity'§ οbΙßgαιßοß is ιο vicl,V ιhε οýσ
irom thò cνangcΙic ρτοsρÝ.ι ιhαι ιeachcs how God Θkcs Ηß sland ιοψατdS

mαß, and ποι jυ§ι how man pθr.ciν.s God, wc haVe thu5. αο ßπtετÝsι jn sÝ.ßηg
ýαι chri§t (ood Ηßm5εΙ0 rcgard§ Ηß§ crcaιion (hurnaýind) as υÞßqυε aÞd
do.§ ηοι \yish for ýß òτÝτιßοß ιο be cxcluded from ý€ communiry þαι God
offòrs, clri§tology doe§n't siΦply ιεαòh ýατ God is one, bιιι also ihat αιΙ of
hrrmaniry ß9 oÞc ψßý God οη ýÝ ba§i§ of Ηß§ hcamaιion:o and His pas§ion

for ýe sειe οΙαΙΙßßeη-''

J-s, cobh {d,), chriòliaπ Foiιh and R.ιß8ßοΒ Dr.Δßη (λ,ßßΦ.αΡΙý. 2002), 3],
òυÞÝ υρ ý. coÞlcþΡolary §Φd9 α fοΙιοýsj "Μωγ chrýtß.Þs ιοdξγ, hοs,ßισ, νοdd
§!Φ ΙtßυbαπυDrιΙΚ ΕjÝòιßοη of Þ. dΦl'jic ot ιh. Tniity 

'ò 
h. Þd.Ειοοd ßΙ, He

rhoý8h ιhαι thc üοòτßßò οfττßηß, dΦjcd ιhò Þjιy οΙGοÜ Φd Þc sbacd wßý Jcψs 3
stloιg òοßÞßmΦι ιο th.ι υιßιγ, Ιß ΙΦι, howeνcι, clΦlc.xPlrDaioΝ οΙÞò Τþßtγ,
òsι,€-òßÞΙΙγ ßη ιhÝ lι.§t, ßýßt ýαι th. Þßιγ of ιh. ýτΦ p.rsΦ ofthc ΤrßÞßtγ ß ιο bc

PreΦ.d, Ο!. Þrγ qu.§lio, ýò 5υΦ§ of Φc of ý.s. fοfrυΙsιßοÞò Ε dcqυòι.lγ
Pβrcrying ιh. υÞßιγ, bιι inc ßηιòιßΦ is Þοι Δt odds §,ßιÞ IslÞic οοÞòòπ' chτistiaÞ3
bcιiÝrc ßÞ οÞò God, ηοι ιbτ.. God., ΜlsΙßrÞò oir. J.ψs) ÞΙsο rcooεnizc ßhÝι ιhòτ σ.
mly ηΦ6 fΦ Gοζ δýΙßghδιg diΕ.ι.it ý}þs of ý. ψ!γ God τΙüι6 ιο Þ.

ftb Ery ßDΡτl!Þl .lΦΦι is fοι oιihodoi chrjΩolog οι. of ιh. outslalding
ý.οΙοgßòαΙ isΦc, ιhαr cΦ hεΙΡ.ιÝη ý. cqlfu. of εΙοbαΙßzÝd ÞουΦι Φd lifc οη ýε
bsý ýat Þh ýου8bτ plωes Φφfuc. Φ ýò ΦÞÞοιΙγ !òòφιοd ΡÞΙ of ý.
Φ.η.ss of þò hΦ.n fαπ!Ιγ, sΦ Φ ýß, Φ!mοÞ Ροßι ιh.,ΦrΦΙs of Ι Falk (ý:
λrßßòh. / λßαΚΙßηg. c/αü,/ crrli,idn'o,, 5Ε), Ιι is *οτý ÞΦtßΦßÞg ýò scns. of ýßιγ
ý Þιαι rcligiΦ ιßΦ§, þ *.l, tÞ Ηßß.hßΦ fοι ex,ηPle, i..omc c.lo$ ιh. νßΦ:
"Thc τholc ψorΙd ý 1ο b. dΕlι Ιß by thc lr.d, Vhlt Vσ Ιß\þ8 b€ing ιhÝτ ß ßÞ ý.
soid, So shoιld γου .' φhαι h6 hΦ, a!ündoicd; cÞd do ßοΙ coν.t Φγοηò'§
w.a]ý'' (Ρ, oliΙcllc (tδ§l.). L}ΦΔαÜ ΙωοÞÜ Ι996], 2α9), wΕch h.§ to do 9ßτÞ
ιbε §ιΡροÞß!g ofjιsτjΦ fοι α]Ι hυω ωings ωd thc hmοßßοG lif. amoi8 ιh.ßß
(sΦ L R SυηιΙ,frjαα "ΗýdυßΩ Þd Globdl Sο.ß.ιγ." ß! λlßS.h€ / λΔα}Ιßη8, Gla,

'Ζ1 
σνr,'þαrý,, 9Ü9η- Αfiοιg ιhò ιΕΙυξ of ΙνΙ. GeIlhiji, ò Vell, ιh. qu.niΦ of

Φßι_γ hol.1§ 8Φd positioi (the ιιυΙγ ιoblc Ιηοι. αΙΙ mΦ Φ Φe) GÝ€ Μ, Aram,
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The lstamic νß€w, ιγhßòh Christian ýεο]οgßαηò such as λ4οΙtηαηη ι.γ to
addτess, find§ ýEec gods ß.ι chΙisιian TriniÞIian th€ology, aDd it deΓDitely
doòs not p]ace impoΙtancc οη thÝ §ο.r,α/ /ßηεηòjου of CΙυ,ßòιßαη monoýeism:'
and οη the fact tιat ýßs dimension does ηοt remoνc ιηοηοιheßm from lhe ßη-
teaelation ofrhe diνile incaτnation ald th€ ιheosis of πran.?3 This perspecιive
offcrs α òοmρÝΙΙßηg ßf,γßιιßßοπ το christian ýcologiais to eDι€τ ßηιο dßαΙο8ιιe

'§aDdhjδi νÞΙΕ§, α Gloιll Εωò Þd Glohal cοιεΦΦ."'ßÞ Ιι,tß*hÝ / ]νßòÜΙßÞg.
GΙοbαΙ CßÞΙßsοιßοι,lΟ2 Ι03) or Φ,cÞ ßÞ .IaiD! lrlΦs οΙ ýc EligioVs §γ§l.D ('\rc Δτò

Þυ oDc. αΙΙ ßÞιαd.Ρτdεßf) (scc },Ν, Jai!, "ψ.γ of Life," ßη| Μßsòhò / Molkl]ig.
α b bοΙ c ßνß Ι ß! αιßοη. Ι | 2),

ν. òοÞ. Φ$ thc iSSU. of òrÞριýγ ò α m.σ of fuι .blßιòΦòò from ρ.$ßοÞ
ß! οιhσ..lß8ßοιs, ωο, ,Uch δ ΒýdhτÞ GΦ .,g, s, SηΦκ9, "&.lß8ßοß Φd \void
ord.r rron ' 

Bωdhi$ Pc6pccιivc"' ßß lvijschc ] ΙτΙαΚ]ßÞ8, 6/obaΙ cß|ßΙßòαιιοη. |28,
5Ι, hcl. ]28ß). Ηοwòισ, ßο ιb. Οýοdοι chnniΦ ιΦòhßη8 ßι ß§ ηοß juòl aboυl ο

ÞΦΙ ΦÞDrιd b ηιhΦ,bουι ιß. ρξòßοÞ olood ΗßΝΙΙ ßÞ His flòòh. *.ho suftΦ§
ιb. Φ. ò dl mÞ. dld ýò ρτογý8 of dalι α bÝilg ΡψσΙΦs bcfoÝ m.ßτ οα.
ιοΙο8ßò.l τΙαιßοÞshßρ *ih cω,
Τhcrclorc, chri§tiai mοÞοιhεßòπ ß5 ρhßΙΦιtτοΡßò,Mr a.?/t r.., Lcas ßοι forgθ ιhαι
rhi§ ριΦòΡ*ι 8iyc§ mΦηßηg ιο ood'3 τιτΙαιßοη, $ η haΡ.il ιη ιhò οιd τesuπcol,
ΟιhΦj*, ιhòτ ΦΦοιhòß§ιD Vould fac. trr chσε. of h.in8 πß9ηýΦρßο snd
!ιhÝΙ§ιßò, !s ψε§ ιh. cΦ ψßý ιh.,ÝßφbοG οfý. ΙΦ§: "Τlτòß, iπ8clc§s ψοδhßι!
Þd ýÝt ιþοΙυÝ dcÞill of th. 8od5 of ihcil ßÝßεΙbοδ bιουghι υροη ιhc Jòψ, Þ.
sdgna οΓΔýþß, "αý.ß5ιs" σ gαßΙ6ò, Α§ ýοτιghgοjlg ποηοýòßηs, ý. JcV, di!
τε.ΔÞdω ý. gοý of ιhò h.αýΦ ý DΦqß.τ.ζ α dÞoιic.d ιh.ý Φ òΙßΙßπ.
ηοιhßlgß οτ sfcdin þd §εirim, dcmoig þd gty.s. Þd ßò o.b.h, ÞbσmßÞιιßοιd' (§οò .

S, cohoι. "1'h. σιßrγ ot6od: Α òιυdγ ßη Hdleiiic aÞd ΡýbbßÞßDg τh.οΙοξγ"'1η:
H.br.'| υιßοη cΔΙΙεg. ληηυυ] Ζ6 [Ιφ5]:425-'79, hÝΕ 4]0), Ιο th. pdadi8m ο{
chri§ God¸ ρΦß9] ßιγοΙνÞΦι inc Þ.ßα of ιÞ. §ΙÞιßΦ of mai ß fΦηÞΙΙγ

'Γhò νßÝw. . §,, of cΦfuòßιÞßSτ þουι ΦßtγΦΦ.òs of Þ.ΔνΦ Þd ΕυιΦ (οηΦ.§,
b.ινΦ hòινÞ Φd huiΦil_V) (s, òßνΦτòζ 'R.lß8ιοÞ ωd world οτdα f'Φ ü BUd,
din lcrspeaiy."'ßÞ Ι,Ιßòb. / ναtΙýg, GΙοürΙ cß9ßrüdrßοr, Ι29Ι) Ροýd Ιlvc fοß
chτßsιßΦßιγ 3 ι!Þ pbilΦPhial òh!Βòιòι, sincc ιÞ. υ!ßγ b.lw€Φ Goi Þd mΔß ιhαι
]ι ΡτοjΦι§ hιξ α p.Eonrl Þd oilological .bαΕασ, For ßÞ§υιl., qhile λ,Ι,Ε. Τυòιòι
di§€us*s contýcidi$n (τ7π, '\λοτΙßηg ΤΦσd α Sbared GΙοbαι Eýc: cΦτυòßÞ
ΙσφΦηαòJ þ λ{ß*hò / }r.τκΙßÞ8. G/οüα/ oνin:rÜiD, Ι09-1η hc οbò.ΝΦ ýò fol.
lowing: 'ΙαΦg cΦg_yiDg hδ dωσib.d ýò ΦrgΦic η.fu!]ßΦ of coÞfu.iΦ co$
mology δ chσactaiòd by 'naturΣl !sΦΙß2!ιßο!' md 'hιΦδÞ ßmΦοηιß/3ßßοη' ßÞ
òοÞιΦ1 ιο ih. òÞρhδß§ ο, ηιßΦ.lß.γ Þd EÞ*cndeπ. ßÞ ψ'6l.m ιhουφ1. º'hß§
§cng of ÞαωΕΙßm Φd holifu ß disiiiguistÝd by ιh. Þα ýαι ιÞòτ ß !ο C.εαια
Gω: mthcl ιh. πjνcrsò ß5 ωηsßdετω Ιο bc ! §.lt g.ησαιß!g, olgΦic llΦss. con,
fuciω§ αßÝ ιBditionally coΦed l6s σßιÞ ý.ωΦ ο' þεßη ο, òαòòι,ιò of α φF
§οÞ.l God ßηαπ 9ßý qhΔl ßÞÝγ Pftcive þ ýÝ on8oing ΦΙßιν οfýßò g.ιaating, ßη,



,with MUs]im ý€οΙοgßαηs \Vho asscrτ α cenιml disunity ßη thc CI!:istian

For τ Ben€r UndÝr§trnding of Μ onothcism

τ!ε dilemma τhαt ΙνΙοΙÜπαηß ρυιs foΛIard § ιι,hcýετ monoιheism sbould be

undòrsωod exclusively (ατò/,]Jjν) or inclusiνcly 0Þ./,Jrν), lνtany αgτ€Ý, frοÞ
α theoreicaΙ standpoiDζ ýιι Þοηοýεßsm is mainly exclιrsiye and ýατ ß ýετε-
fοτε €xcludes polyheism, Tle onc God do€§ ηοι perr,' oιher gods bcside
Him, Vloreoνcr, social reality demoE§Φaιcs ιhΑι communities ýαι con§ide!

themselνcs mοηοýòßSιßò αι. Ususlly ηοι ιοΙÝταηι ofýe gods oiother religiois.
Ιη thò old Tc§Θmeot, faiιh ßß ýε one God foýids thc ιτ o§hip of orhcr god§

and Euch ινοΕhßρ is c-oÞsidered gΕVcly siÞful. \λhcre ýßs.χòΙτ§ßνßtγ extcÞds,

holΙcver, to ý€ lcν.] οß Violeic€, gl1d wh.re this ViolcDce is jusιifi€d ba§.d οη

claim§ of €xclusiνity, ιhß§ kiÞd of exclu§iviιy òαÞηοι bÝ §aid ιο repr§senl
ood'§ di§posilioD ιowεrd mar.

Α chri§tianity that ß§ based οι violcnce could ncyer siand ιVih open eyes

beforc cfußsι'§ msrrrτdom for αυ ρ€ορl., Τhcr.forc, contemporary ýεο]ο-
gica] problcmatic§ ýat iatcnd ιο sιαÞd ffmly οη ýò issue of monoýeism
mυsι takc ßDtο coÞsideraιion ýÝ chrisýan ρ.Νρòòιßνε οfýε onc God ßη rela-

ιßοη ιο ιhò ρτοSρò.ι of §αßναιßοη for αΙΙ mÝη. If ý€τε is αη αυιh€ηιßò
moDoιheism froln ιhßs pc§Pccιiν€, ßι is bccau§c cνery man iS able ω larlici-
ραιò ßÞ diviniry bc.ausÝ one of ιhε thτÝÝ pcr§ons οΙ ιh€ ΗοΙγ Ττßηßιγ has lived
incamaιed ßη thc world," If iÞclusiν€ncss mcaas w€ musl bas. our ýßηκrηg

"ιhil., .χοl.τßòαΙΙγ, ý. rcli8Ε!, of thc sοιΕ Φ Μγ, òοι.ßjc.lΙγ ýεγ Φ oDcj
ß!Ýγ πß§Ý ftom ιnd rcιuω to . ωmmοß Φftc, þd Po§Fs, ψßýßη ιhαηsΙν.§ þò
BoΦcs fσ Φ .τι.πω φßslΦοΙο& by Ε.&Ε or ψhtΙ ýò ýßιγ of αßsι.Þòò fuτ
b. dß$ον.ττd Φd ιh. ÞΦ Ρ.ΦßßΙßιγ 6ι§foπad" (,{Δ, Said ed N,c, Γυý"'Κ,
lgfuic R.VjVεli§m: Α Global ΡòDτ..Þιτ"' ßÞ Mishc / ΙýσθßΔg GIobaI cßνιΙßòαιßοΛ,
308 30, h.rε 3]0). sÜ dso J. ψoodrll"¹uneiιy! cΦiig ofA8c: τ}. ΒαÞεß Ιαßý
Þd ψοιΙd Φda," ßη λ,!ß*h. / λßσΚΙßßg, GΙοüαΙ cßν,]ij ,'οr, 342, 343,4: 'ψhrι ýò
peoPlos of ιhΘ ψorld hανò ιhω fu dΦicd is ýò r.ality οfþò οοΦ$ δd whοΙΦε$
of hυΦßÞßtγ þ ιhò chjldrin ofoDc lΦjng cταιοτ,"

Tlc diΦssiΦ οß ιhε inlcΕtii8 Þò* of Α, GΦÞò, whΦ hc Φkca α dßsτßßòιßΦ
bòινòòD "αδsοΙυιò" δd "rclιtiy€" Þο!οÞdfu ßη christiΦ'ly, d6 Dot belong to the
ΙßÞßι.d φα of this nudy, Τmι.α4 hο{Φ,σ, $. $ßΙΙ sbß)n rλ. §Φfuýτγ of hiò
ιπßòΙs So ýαι Φγοηε ßÞιòßεd Φ hαγò s geÞazl idΦ Φd bc able ιο òοπρý. ß σth
οσ οΜΙ Ihe 5boνe πΦßßοÞ.d, νß*: "Thc sυιhο. 6t§t οf α]Ι αηαρ¸ to esιαbΙGh ιhαß
ýe chιß56Φ ΦfòSßΦ of God mÞ sßÞý¸rΦΦlτ ßπρΙγ conΙcssion οΙ ιn.ÞkiDd
Φd ιhrι qßýουl ιhG η siπply ò..§ε5 to αß§, sΦdly, Þd DΦ dimaΙ Φ bedl.,
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οη thc prcmise of Ιhere bciig ΦαÞγ religions, mπy Gods, as λrοΙιmαÞη doe§.

then, th€ πòχι ΙοgßΦΙ §τξρ ψould bc ιο declare Hi.dui§m ε§ ιhc mοsτ gcnuine
foai of monotheism!]6 Thus far. horycνcr_ ýe treid has fallen short of rlis
εxfcmc, sειιΙßηg irsEad οß iheological plElism, which ινe shall discuss
fu.tlcr οη,

Beiore humankind .αη unit€. ο. cycn peacefully coexisι, lνithin global
òßγßΙßΖαιßοη,:] ctτß§ιßαιßγ πιυ§ι sot€Þological]y coEιe ιο ιerms τνßιh thαι Unity
ιhrough the pcrson of ιhe Diνinc lriord, §inc€ thε religious coopcratio, rc,
quircd οfιhαι unity is ιοι αbòιmαι, brrι musr ταýeτ bò based οη the re§ilience
of failh. οη ι}ßs basis, ψhαι is needed is less α "cbrisιiaÞ" mοßοιheßòm ιhan α

"chri§ιocentric" monothci§m." Βγ ý. ιerm "chrislo.cnlric," \Vc ÞαιυταΙΙγ
presuppo§e sol€riology, Here ιιò do ηοι ροòßιßοο Chn$ as α riyal agaiπst ιhε
gτòαι ρτορhει ofþ€ Islamic ιeligion, and ψε do ηοι ατgυc by means of αη αη-
tithetic theology, \γ€ mercly αÞòmρι ιο exιeDd and broadcn ιhε thcologicgl
significancÝ that the opcnness of thÝ llesh of ιh€ l"vord has off..ed thßοιιghουt
the crcatcd world, someýing ιhαι bccomes α rea]ity ßη chnsls incamation,
Aside from lhc inτercultura] γαΙυε of lhis fαòι iιs ψonh for ιhε υÞßψ of hu-
τηαD}ßÞd ß significanι. not beòαι§Ý human sýòηgιh ß§ ιhÝ basis aÞd òòßια of
ßι. as ψe hav. secn iD Daιionali§m and communism. bυι ταιhòτ bccausc ßι of-
iers þò l]csh of God as α ροßηι ofunity for αΙΙ div€rsc peoplcs.

Thal many we§tem ý€οΙοgßαÞò shoψ gcat sympathy toward§ lhis pron
pcct λ ηοι accidenΘl. For insÞÞca, (the catholic) Ardτca§ lνΙalessa saysI

L]eh ΕΙιgßοß Β,ΦtS ιο appΦs. God wßý mσÞΙ Φκ and bcε Ι{ßπ ψith ρσsοÞαΙ
$ζτßfiΦ' J.su§. οß ýÝ òοηιΒrτ, ροßÞιò ουι| Gω ýο!ΙdÞº b. α9rεε§.d òd ß§ αοι
crorciwl Dο οDò Φ br'E ΙΙßÞ ιßý §οÞαhßßg Φd fuΙc Ιßþ bi5 iπsΕum.nt,
νΙγ ΦιΙ ΒΦιΦ Hc Þ!§ ,IΘdy 8iycn !ι.rγ ΙtßS ρΦ*σ foι ιh. w.alness οΙ α

ß5 ιh. 3sòòηßοÞ lÞat ýc Vcry idca ofGod iEPlies ilhionship ýιh mBnkiÞd, ΗΦòò 1hc
ευΙÞοτ b.lieV€S Þα1 hc cω φeal of "BlatiΦ- mοηοßhξßò δ oPφs.d Ιο "αb§ο]υιÝ"
moπothcisπ. ΜÞýßηd iS lhc Ιιßßιer.§§ οΙ cod, his forfuDl. l'Þjl.n.§§ Vhich Ý]lows
him ιο bc ood. ιhαΙ is to say δ "God-of'Þd ηοι α Diyinity" [Α. G.*hc, "Le chrislia_
Þß5mò commc monoýcnmc ΕΙΔß\;'Δ| RΦξ ιhωΙοgßqι. ιι. LowaiÞ 33 Ι20α21|
437,96,hΦ496]

Μοωιh!ßsÞ, 121-».'cΔ ροΙrýòßsßι ò ßι is Ω ßη ιh. ψo.1d ofýc Hindu cod ßη
ac.y hi!,lυis'ic ιΦιl., Ε ÞΦιhòßsιßò'] rt ý pΦsibL þd ß is αΙ§ο expιained by
Eligjoιs ιΦυbΦ fu India ηΦ ß. Þαm|γ, ακο δ ýclusiv€ Þσηοýdm .,.,whαι
we sÝ. ßÞ lhc mÞγ fi gιΒ of God ý ý. οßÝ diνiniiy,-. ΟÞΙγ ß! ιhε mδγ ca. ßhε
ole b. §hοιÞ. Τhafs ψhγ ιhò hiÞduisýc ΡοΙτýζßsm is lhc τÞ! ßη.lιòßνò fom οΙ

Scc λftch. / ι,ΙξßυßDò, c/αü,/ c''viΔd,iο,.3,
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dεβÞ§òΙ* child ßß ιhÝ Φν¼m ud His dΦiÞion Ισ ιh. Slaνcry οΙ α òÞΦt òbο
9αòh.d ιÞò f.Ýι (of olhcΒ), ΒΦ Ε. otr r.d EiΦdf ò òßfrΦ iΒÝad of
λΙjÞ8 for οÞò, ιοΦΦα'ßοÞ Þd flf.krýcc. l bcliΦc Φ. happΦ.d ηοι οιι οΙ
πα!ò§ßΝ hÞ.ýΙοΙι.ν. α

Triiirariln commuil§ ιnd Ορ.ηηε§5 of Chrisürns to th. \yorld

\ye are dòαιßÞg here \λßý αη issue ιhαι secDs το preo.cupy maiy òοηtÝßßρο_
ιατγ thcologians, VorgriΦlefl ταß§Ý§ Þò topic υßιh τegard to ýο§ò who yicw

thc ιjfε of the Ττßηßlaτßδη God as aD ÝVeτla§ιing loying conνclsatioa. Ηετ him-
se]i admit§ th€ €xjsι.ιce of a ιονßη8 coπU mity of mei ßη cοÞν€Ναιßοη and

communion υ,jιh God, aod hò couÞis (υηfοτΦηαιÝΙγ) cbri§t hilrself αÞοηg
ιh.§e mÝη,]0 γει, he undersÝor€S ιιβι thÝ mαßη ß§òυ. coiccming cbrisι is ý€
ßηιòτ_ΤπηßtαÞεη loνing comDunity of pcΙ§ons ('γΙ is mofe αbουι ιhε òαη,
strucιion οf α comπuhiσ οf God,pelso|L9") α2Δ. φssiblÝ dιτουφ hirπ, ΤhÝ
fact ihat cΙ,ιß§ι ß§ considcτcd humsn ß'l ιhßs exaπplc, asong men ψho live ßη
òοπι,πιυÞßοÞ ψßιh God, ß§ problematic (and acoordin8 ιο dοgηαιßò ιòιτßßÞοl_
ο8γ, Ne§torian) and §ho\r,s that ýε atιciipt ιο humaÞiz€ cbiisι ßη ιht,\Vay, so

ýατ Hindus and λ,ΙυsΙßιÞs may υßd.τsιαιd chrisiaaiιv ιο be monoιh.isti., ßη
cffect bcΙittlcs ý€ idenιity ofthe pcr§on ßη cfuist.

The υsÝ of wesιcm p§ychology playcd ηο §Dall ραη ßη ý. dòγòΙορm€ηι
of ýò idea ιhαt ιhe inιer-T.iniι2Iian òοmmυßßτγ οß thc persois of ýò ΗοΙγ

'ºd. R.ligiΦ {ßΙΙ Gon Φι ,noπli5chΦ \yoΝ!.rndΕÞ bΦhιßòhtßgΦ υÞd Þ!ι
ρΦüßΙßòhΦ ΦfΦ b.schwüΦ JcΦ Ügò8Ý! τιgι| Οοß mý ý.hι bξcΙwich,ig
wιd.Þ, ßsι licht Δ b.§.hνüΦ, ÞΦ ΙrηÞ ih! Þß !j.hιò b. Φh.α und ffßι Djch§
ßýßrÞ.ßΕΙß§ß.fu, ψfu ιßòhι? ψεßΙ Φ *ßÞ. 

^llÞichl 
b.rci§ 8ò8.! d]c ΟhÞωhι

ejÞes hnnorcn KiDd.S ßß d.r kripPe Þd S.iΦ Βcτ$ΙDÞ 8ògΦ dßÝ ΧÞòòhιsòhαÞ
òßηòò Εß3.,ψΦþεηdΦ ΟßΦΦ gcωι*fu hαι ψÝß σ Si.Þ sÝ]bsι b.Eils ah Ο!ΙÝι
bjigcgebci Ι!ι ýιαÞ orfσ π ford.a ΙηΙrιßττßοο qÞd sτ.ltιτιτ.ι.Þdþ sιαt(ß. §ο
glAubc ich, gòscÞý.Þ im ýωgΦ ιßchΙ αυ5 ΝοtψεωßchΚcßζ sondΦ αιò Ιß.bÝ'' Gcc
cfuκι ßη dσ GògòΝι.l 5| |2002]: 424, SΦ ιΙΦ cr,r'J, j' da G.8ΦοÞ Ι ι2Oι3]: 6.

wtÝß. ýò "υηßνετsδΙßγ οfcbτßωε!ιτ η sω*d),-
s.. "pΘd5ι!adig6 Dι*Þ dÝs dr.i.iÞigζi Οοdò? Ζý p.l}ljshcÞ Φd 3ΡßτßιυεΙhι
DßÞΦsßοι dÞ Triniýrslchrc." ßΔ Sιß@ dσ Ζεßι 22ο \2ι!02'r: 5α7-52. hΦ 55Φ
"!ß§1 of αυ, ßη ordσ to clΦ υρ α ηbΦdΦοÞdýg, Φ Þιò stes hΦ τh3Ι α Ιο\ ßÞg
ωßßmΦßßγ iD Gω is $ll{Videnι for th. fsiýnr]: ΗòßΦh, λ'Ιο*s. ΕΙßζ AbΕnaιi.
Iss!!, Jωob, th. ÞÞ JΦ. §tcphrn π a.Φrding ω th. biblical ΕνòΙπßΦ iexl ω
Godι ýò ΦΙεsß*ιß.αΙ tΓaditiΦ Ιþ ΦΦω λ4αιγ Þοßg ý.m αý αΙοη8-' (νοτgτßm]σ,
'RΦ.l§rldig§ Da*i'.' 550) (αÞsΙßηßΦ Þýò).



Tτinity is α toviιg οηε.3Ι Ιhαι is why ωday there is αη ßηιòηòθ effon, thτουφ
ýe u§e of apophatic termiDology, ιο demonstaιε ιhat ihe love of cod iS Þοτ
som€ýing that òαÞ bÝ coπprchended tbrouφ τhò criieria ofhuma! poιcntials,
But ýß§ does Þοι m.ai thaι q,. shoυld cond€mn ýò loνc ιhαι is co.veyed
lllrou8} \yesιem ιheo]ogicat þουghτ,]l ýò τηηßßατßαη òοmmυηßιγ here b€ing
υηdÝτòιοοd ιò α loνing one, \ν€ §ßmρΙγ n€€al tο makc clarifications,

ilirst ofall, ßι mυòι be strÝssed ιhαι ýσò is òυπ€ηιΙγ α tendency ιο con_
sider ω mßstαΚòη the expr€§sion of ιh€ sθcond Vatical) synod, which, through
thc Triniωrian prospccι, attemμed to emphaslzc òοmmυÞßtγ, something ιhαι ßt
aansferred to eccle§iolo8ical ιhουφι as ιVell,rr This mπks ýe beginning of
s,haι wÝ mßΦß call "coE rruÞio_Ecclc§iolo§," τhich scc§ the c..lesiasιical
òοmmυηßιγ υ rhe ΤτßßßιαßαD community,- ]ι is clcar Ιhαι ιb€ sccond ναιßòαη
Synω placcs eftphι§is οη ý. ΤτßDßιγ Δ α commuaity of persons 'Ι This ιs
cνjdent ßη ýε way cαýοΙßò ýòοΙοgßαηs of today αßòmρι to clucidate thi§
point So thιι αηγ €xtrcmity \γßιhßη Tliadoloσ-Eccl€sio]oβ might not be mis,
undcrslood aÞd dismissed, ΗÝηòò, as tο ψhγ this cαηηοι αρρΙγ for ιhe chuIεh
as wcll. 6iÞce ýò one diνinc csserrce Ýχßsι§ ßη ιfuòò p€Non§ ihal form , com-
mυηßιγ, Rαι2ßηgετ τÝ§ροηÜò ω !η Ýναßg.lßòαΙ ιhòοΙοgßαη αò fo|loιV§:

Ι' grßòνò, mò lo ορρο* λ{τ, 

'ý8cl 
Φ.. ÞοΕ. fiΒ oflll, ψ. bιΦ ιο ßοιò ιhrι ιhò

chÞh of thÝ wÝη dýÞ8 ý. ΕΦτσ of ιhò ΤÞÞßιÞτß& foπul! ßß ιατßÞ did !οτ
dirccily udoμ thc òαòιΦ fοπυ]ειßοη, .ccoriling Ιο ψhi.h, God ß οÞò eg§.Dc. ßÞ

Srinl Αυ8ιsιßηò. ßη his ciToi ω òhον ιhò ,imilÞriy οtýò òòòÞò. ofýc òρßτßτ ψnh
thc ιαιh.l aid τh. SοÞ. *ò iπcιiπcd ιü .hιÜòι€τßÝ ιh. SΡßτjι wih ΦòÞ numcs τhοι
hüVc Φ do ιlιb Þò.d eλÞü.χΡκòßοη ofthc ρα§Φ oflhc ΗοΙγ τÞηßßγ. sucb Δò Ιον.
.ßd gifr of cod, ψßι! ιhΦ Þτfr6 h. *δ ιrying lo αρΕò ιh. bòyΦd ιÞÞÞ ιßÞ.
,.IαιßοιýßΡ of ýe Ττ'Þßt rßþ pcrsoi§, τΙΦ, Φ. bad ιh. b.si, fo. lh. òΦòtτωιßο! of
ιb. §ching otý.lilioque (§....,Ε, D. Τηπßιιι., PL 42.10αO,Ι086). Fοτ Φοτ οη
ýß, iisÞ Ε. G- Mεnz.1os. οÞhοιιο, Doòna Φd ΙhωΙοgιfuΙ Rφòòιßοη, ,οΙ, ßß
(Τ}òs§sΙΦßò., 2000)_ l 13tr (ßη cΕΙ),
Η, Vorgnmlcr ÞΦßΦò ò chafta.risdc ot ι!. Þ.φ .,(αηΡ1.5 thaι οΙ r,J, cordcs!
cοÞιÞυηηLυbΡß. οdò. P@Bfum (Fτßbιτò, ι 993).

Ýrh.η 6gÞ,'ιυ 4 qΦte§ ý. Vad, of cr"riπG of cτth.gc th6ι ý. wholc (-lurch
αρρ.αò ι§ ý. uiιcd ρòοΡΙÝ ιhτοιgh ιhò Φßιγ of the FαýÞ SΦ αÞd ý. ΗοΙγ spift,
Η. νοΒτßÞ]., considÞ ßηφοπΦι fοι ιÞßò ΜòßΦ ιhÝ qolk οΙ cσd.s, cmmÞ6
υιοΡßεß Β, ΤΦζ ΙΔ chiL.ciΦfu d.ΙΙα τß.ßιη (*.gL 19Ε4). Κ, ΚΦh. ./, GaÜrεη
Φ dΦ drcß.ιΜ Gon ].bιη φ riboυη, 2ω! ), 4 t{3,
Η. νηrßΕlσ cxΡasò ιο ýÝ cΦniò,cDΦiÞ," 551) αÞd $ys ýαι: "τ'ΦÞ ibc
τcΙΙÝαßοΦ οι comÞmiry οfý. syÞod is.ol neΦsπily dcdýccd ιß. conclýiol ýαι
ιhc 2ý VatiΦn s}τω had PΦiτed ιh. ττfuηγ of God Δ ο coππuny ofPeBons"



ýΦ !}τosΦ$is (Sub§i§lcaln), bυι iarba þò .ßριεòßοÞ 'ηψοòιlτòþ'' $,δ
t!ωlaiòd ßη ibe ειρτòßοß '!Φòοηs', hΦruse ιhe lcπ 'jsubsisιÞ2'' ßß ΙαtßD. Ν
such, did Þοt αß5ι ard q,δ nor Þß ω €ιρΕò ßΙε ωßιγ ωd ý. dß§ιßηòιjοη moDg
Fαýα, SΦ þd ΗοΙγ sΡßτßι Aboνc αη Ι Þ d.τΚßιΞη, aglinΩ rhc ιΕγ, Vhioh
come§ Þιο Γπhτýο ιοΦ) , οΓ ιhc dkl hÞsΓσ οt ý. l ηηßΦηs0 Þγòιαγ ιητο .c,
clcsiology, t1, ß9 Φ1 b€, And Φ ι. σj υρ hαιßηε ýΦ 8οdò'6

Τ}ε pioblem, ýετεfοτε, ß§ i.dccd α neo_idcali§m (Ncoidcalismus) ýat iS rνell
dcνcloped ßη òοητòmροÞτγ weòιεm ýÝοΙοgγ (ηοι ýαt ßι doe§n'ι δappcn with
conlempoΙary Οηhodοχ ιhcologians, ω Vvell), ιγhßch oνerÝmphΔsizes frecdom
ßη Ýαòh TriÞjÞIian persoÞ as α chaIa.leristic cl€ment ofpersonal composition
ßη oτder ιο demonsiaιe ιhe distiicιion among the thτ.ε h»οÞαòεßs of lhc
ΗοΙγ Tþity, The ορροsßιßοÞ tο thi§ lcDdency is natural and wcll aimed,3?
SιßΙΙ, ιhß§ ßιòεΙf ß§ not rεason ιο Þßπßmß2Ý ιhε ιhcological importance of ihe
TrinihΙiaÞ distincιion of the hyposιaseis, From αß oihodox ροßÞι ofνie\y. we
could underline ýò ιheological tτýh ýαι God ß5 Þοι ΤτßηßÞιßαη by γßrωε of
beinε homoou§ian bυι because ιhò commoτr sourτc and root origiÞ ofthe onc
Τrinitarian diνinjιy ß§ ýÝ h}τ,οòιαòß§ of lhe F Ιt'8 ιγhο pre_.temrlly give§
biý to th€ Son atld ρτ-òιòßτΕΙΙγ εòηòmιòs thc ΗοΙγ sΡiriι, Βυt €Vcn οη ιhß§
issue we risk fallin8 into nco,A'riani§m, Λò VJe hοιγ. αηòßòηι Ar:iais consid-
Ýred thc r.lationship b€t\r,.en ιhc Fathc. and ιhe Son α5 α rc/arive and ποι α

''αÞ?,"αl 
οηò. ΤhlΙò, ιhÝ υßßιγ ofÞc Τþßιηιßαη p€Nons ryas con§idered α§ §im.

ilar ιο ýε οηò ýαι ihe mcmbeτs of ý. Φurch hαι¸ ιγßιh ιh€ Fαιhσ. ΤÞòγ
§te§§ed ιhαt "lre wa, ο/rrò εrßsιòÞòe οΙ ιhe soÞ ßη ιhò Fathòl can hò bαòòd

]07

Fτηνιιιòτ λΙΙòξηεßη. ΖαßfuÞ8, 22,9,2000. 5]: '¸ò betrθbl Eioh, d6B i.b ιυòß lic.
ΗΦ Jingcl wid.§τrcchc! Þý. ΖυýΦòι .ßÞΦ.l i§l ò.hΦ @υÞò*Φ, (ω ßΙßò
κßΕhÝ d.§ ψòÞΦ b.i dcr ý}.τι.!òÞg dΦ τ.ßηßι'τß*hòη fm.l ßÞs ιrτ.ßÞß*bò
n]cht dι9 üsn'cÞ. Im!Ιßfu8 dΦk ßbòmΦÞΦ brι νοΕ! §οß ci. ψ.§Φ ßß
<Ιτ.ß Ηrτ)σßαsΦ ('SUbsi§Ýi2er') ßÞ Φdm .l2§ νγοη Εφο§ιΔ.ι Vurdc mit d.D
AUs{ku.k 'ΡαsοÞòÞ' ßbΦι2ζ Φßl .lÜ B.griΕ subsisι.u ß,η ιß.ß!ßs.hΦ ah òΙ,
chci ηßòhι cιßþ.ιι. Φd nicht Φg.mξsΦ w&t, Φ Εßßh.ιß uDd V.Mhi.d.ýeil γοÞ
valcl, sobn ýd ΗòßΙßgÞ ccin α fοΦιΙßΦ, νΦ allcπ εb.r biÞ ich gòα Þr.
*δcdÞ gÝ8Þ dic ßΦα ωeιr ßη λ{od. ΙoΜdc Ατι .lr5 ΕßDßι!ιßΦh. òch.imji
diι.k1 luf die Kirche α αbeßιαgΦ, DΦ 8.Ιι ηßòhτ, Da Φd.ß νý ßη cincm Ι)l,€i,

l'or α ιhοmgb dogΦÞc Φ.ηοÞια§Φ of ÞßS l.Þdcicy w. rεf.ι ιο c, sιÞοιΙß.
Αbοιι LΙqhι: ΡqòοÞο] or ΝαιιιοΙ ΕττßΦ? coιl,ibýion ιο ιhò conlòπparury Dý-
ΦßοÞ οÞ Ηου Τ.ßιßιJ ΡπbΙΦιßΒ ßÞ ιλò oÞhoaa ε'εΙ4 (ßÞ GΦι), (cιι Τü
ßαλßμγºαΦ) (Τ]τξSαΙοÞßòζ Ι999') |ct πΣ ΙΜΚ Φß.\ ßη ΟτlhοdοΑ Fom οΙ ιh.
υηßνε6ßιγ οΙ MÞich 1 (l999J, 2|8-722),

Οη chτistiΦ Τη!dοΙοσ ßÞ ΕΙrßοη Φ ιhG òh,$òs of gιosti6 for ιιε .ιßòιeηòò of
Ρυ]ιhòß§Þ ß, lhc oid τ.òθmòßι g cοιοι -τhò ιjDßτ of God," 458ß
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οι ση αgαροΙοg ευι οηΙτοm αιγ nafuruI feIaιionship, 'ß9 Hcre, th€n, the Son

and the Spirit are degΙsdc{ to th€ l€Ve] of creaιθd bcings, Το aνoid such α Ι ißle
of lεa§ooing onc ought to υÞdσΙßηε ιhe relaιionshiΡ οΙýc οýòτ two Ττßηßιατ,
ßαη PcΝons with the Father, lheir sourcc. a.elation§hip ιhαt iS natrral α ηοι
moml. lη þßs \ι"γ, ιhε αßýßοροmοφhßò ιLò€ of Ecclcsiology oi,er TriadoΙoβ

Hòre, orthodox ýεοΙοgγ ιalrcs α clcaΙ st"ηÜ ψhich, by mean§ ofa ιheo-
logical paradox, σccιs cxtreme ΚαιαρhαýSm and cxιreme apophaιism, λrαη
ιnows God ιhτουgh th€ diýn€ acιions (e*ryic' ßη αÞ ÝmρßηcαΙ way and ηοι
αη inιcllcctualist one, and so hc can αÞτßbυιò to Him diffcτcnι Καιαρhαιßò
thεο.}πòò, yhich rcfcr ιο ýò diversity of Ηß5 αòιßοη§ and render τφτεsòηια_
ιively God} τεΙαιßοη ιο ý€ world, Οηò could ýυ§ say ιhαι Ττßßßιαιßαη Theol-
οσ is deν.lopcd from Soteriolosy,{ sincc ftom *,hαι God doc§, we compre
hcnd His idcntity,'l Thc cxpr€S§ion is ηοι aimlòss ýαι. §ßÞòε the ad Ý,Yrra ex-
pΙe§sion of God is Trinitarian, ýercforc, God is Ττßηßιατßαη, as ιVell,a' or, cvcn
bcιιcr, thaι t}c relationships bctq,een cod and human arÝ paπemcd οη ihe ßη-
tcr,Trjniιarian rclaιionship.a] Τ}. iames οfGοÜ Such as cτòαιοτ and Saνior,
are ι-ßt}ουι affccι unle§ th€y ara coDnccιcd to the way ßÞ \Ihjch mαη reccivcs
and regard§ ιhò actions of ιhε ττßÞßθιßαη God. Ιη ýßs casc, ýε disιincτion
bcιVvcci ýò uncrcaιed God aid ιhc crcated ψor]d, ψhich ψe haνe alrcady

SÝÝ Sι!mουΙßß, Ρ}τJý Φr',{gape, (!Þ cΕt), (Τhcß§αΙο!ßυÝ, l999).44fL, υΡοη which
w. diaw οψ .τgυÞ.ßθιßΦ ßτι οbjΦιò ιο ý. cοÞΙΦροια.γ Þ...Αηαη agaPolo8y (he
§fudy "Phy9i§ δd ΔgαΡ." ßη En8lish §ee υÞdσ ý. ßιl. "Ρh$ß§ ýd A8aPc: ΤΙÝ
ΛΡι,ΙßΦιßΦ of ιhò Τþßtατßþ Mod.l ιο ιhε σAΙogU. οη EcclÝsiology ofýc chτßÞßΦ
chΦhò§ of ý. ¸.ÞÞ."' ßη Π. GncI oτlhodoI τΙΕοΙοgß.αΙ Ι.νrΦ αα ιΙ999]:
45 ι,üü),

Ιß lhE ψιγ, onc cruld aj§o lccφl ιhò γßÞ, ýαι "w. π lblc to αdþòò Gω, thòÞ,
οßΙγ bΦΦ God tΦι addrcss.s ý, fa ýò §aπe ΒοΕ þιl olr tnoψl.dgc of God
Þυ§ι folloν ßη ý.9dΦ ofGod\ lnoψlcd8. οΙýS" (J, Aidrgw !ηΙΙòηοÞ, "6od by
Φ, οιhÝτ Ι.Ec?." ßÞ ,Vor'?π Ζιòοlοξν Ι 8 Ι2Φ2]: ] 7 Ι ,8 Ι, hσ. l74).

\νÝ could §l8nd positiyÝl, οη thc PriÞciplc of κ θ.nh "ψ'λΦ ιhe ααιαΙ,tγ ahls
ý.τ is 3Κο ýò Φftspondilg PssibiΙity," (ct ζr!,ζr, Do8,al'.J, ΙΙΙ ιEdýbýr8h,
]957],5),

τΙò ΦοÞmß. ττßιßtγ ßò bas.d οα ιhò ΡΕ{ιmαΙ Ττωιγ Φd ß3 Þοt iftl§,at ro it, τÞ.
*νπ disιilcιioD bòΝ,ΦÞ .lÞ.l (σδý) Þd Φlomic (οßτσνομκο) τηηßιγ h§
b.ÝοΦ. Φ objÜ of òηιßòß§ιÞ try crιhßτßι. λΙΦτ_γ ΙΦ8η. ßful God ]:ο. υ5: Thc
rriitrI ard cßτλr!'σ Ζι' (ΝΦ'Υο& Ι99] )

ψhαι ρÝοηΙò ΙΦον of cod η ßftΚναÞι ω God's mιÞÝ. bu Btho, hω ιο do with Ηß6
αòιßοη§ ιhιΙ ß!. th. rclaiionshjp of God ý,ßý Dω Ιò Þ cnσ8Þic οη.lc, SΙαÞο!Ιjò,



rnòntioned, does not coÞsιiÞrte fοτ ýe Γαýετs αη ortological dßsιßηòtßοß ir
rcleνmt to ßι§ comÝction s,ßτ} gnoseoloεy, Τ}αι is, αΙιhουφ God becomes
Ιιιοιγη ιο th€ òιεαιßοΔ ihrough His actioÞs - ßß His cs§encc, ßη ηαιΕ, and ßη
thc maoncr ofcxpressioÞ ofHi§ αòιßοηS, sιßΙΙ αΙ§ο ßÞ Ηß§ ιναγ of existencc α§ α

Triniry of ρÝι§οηs - reEaiDs Þαπ5òεηdÝηιαΙ and unr€achΔble. Hcnce, God is,
at the §ame time. Κηοqπ and unknoψrr, €xplicit and inεIΤable, rcyθaled αÞd

hiddÝn.{
lf we lccp αΙΙ ýε aboνc ßÞ nind, ιh.η ιγε €aD undcΝΘnd ιγßιbουι misin_

t€φιòωßοη ιhε faa ιhαι chnÞ Himscu projccιs ιhÝ Τrinity as α model of so_

òßε!γ αffòòιßηg ιh€ liνes ofth€ fαßþfuΙ (".,.Jo lrcl αßl become οτ, α, \9e ore
οr?")-α5 This ρτοjÝειßοη is also ιεΙεναητ ιο chriscs urging His disciples το

tcach ßÞ αΙΙ ßαtßοη§, baptiziÞg ßη ýò namc of þò ττßηßιγ, Hcnce, cfuisιian
monothcism is not unsociablc, ßη thc scnse ýαι God ß§ rcSιricιcd to His €9.

sencc ald ιαΙΚ§ οηΙγ thιουý His prophc§, Thε dß§ýηcιτοη ýαι onhodox ιh€,
ology accent\rates bcιween ýc εssòÞòò Δτ,d oralgiω of God denoιes ýαι God
is ηοt §elf,icstΙicιÝd. God communicaE§ εrετgεr'.αΙD ιγßtλ òτÝαtßοη aÞd man,

bυι αΙ§ο dirÝclly (hΡοsιαιßòαΙΙγ) cνeryday with ιhε cbur.h. siιce thc ΗοΙγ
Euchιτist providcs ýε pos§ibilaty ior thc iÞcgmated woτd to be recciνed
ψßýßη us. So herÝ ýÝ mobiIiry and sociabiliy ofcod arc sEes§eÜ α mobiΙity
tha! docs ηοt οηΙγ rcfer ιο thc r.lationshiΡ of ood ψßιh þε *orld and wßý
man, but also to llis ßηιòτ,τþßt τßαÞ θχßsι.Dòò.{

Ιπ ýßs ψιγ, ýò cνangciic word, ahνsys mobile, ought to b. regarded as

alψays inc-amat d (ßη cνery εηνßτοDmòηι \λ/hòτÝ ßι is fosl€rcd) and coordinaιed
wßιh ýε iioφhological òιòÞεrtò of culιι!€S ßι wishcs ιο toυch, This ψα5 th€

òα§ò ßη ýÝ €{τΙγ cfuistiaπ ycaτs, when ιhe iÞcariaιed eνsngelic \Vord came ßß
òοηιεα ινßιh ihc ιαtßοDò," and ýßs is somcýing ιhα mυsι ηοι change, sßηcÝ

S.Ý οη δs fuß., G, Ι,rπ4Ιþ, κdιρhσý o"d Λ?ηΡhþß, acoldinζ ιο ΜdιÞΒ ιh.
co,/gjar, ιD GΕ.ι|, offuý! 

'ßοΕ 
ýò Eo s oΓthc 2Ρ τ!ΦΙýgò.] coiΓΦc.

ψßý ý. ιhΦe "Sainι λΙαßDυs ιhò confcsΦl," (Τh.§αΙοιßòα, 2Φ Ι ), Ι59-72,

Joh! ] 

':2l 
. cι.i$ hifu.lf ιýjdòd ý. diνiÞc ýßßγ. ΑòΦdß!8 ιο λ{υl. ι 2,:29 lesu

FrΦd lo DΦι, 6,:+5 δ αÞ ßÞροßÞt .lΦòηι Φd bεsεd οß ß ýò comþπd οf ιJν-
]9:Ι8 fοι ιhc dV. loy.lo$lid ου 

'.lΙοsτr.η, 
ΑΙιÞουεΙ ihc οýσ Ρ!τßΙΙòΙ òχζ.σs

ΝΙsι l9:l6tT,, Φd 22:]4ΙΙ. Þd ΙιL. ]8:ΙΕ,30 do Þοt ioctud. ýj9, ιb.γ in8i§t οD þ.
r.iΦcc to ýò Φßιγ of Gω ýατ ß5 br§.n οß ýε diviÞc tÞÞcrtood GΦ αΙΦ Λ,ιrΙ. 5_7),

§cc ,1ýο S.S, cohoi, *Τh. υÞßιγ ofcod,'45 ] ,

SΦ Mý1alos, Ο,lhοdιτ DogÞo.92f,

Sce λια!ΕεΙοs, "Thc Lταmαιοι of Þò Vorßt 6 α FΦdÞΦι.l Nlissjoia.y ΡτßΦρl.
of th. ΑηòßΦι chýrch"' ('. GΦt\, ßΔ Ιτιτdròιοιγ LΔ9Δ οΙ ιhε º'hεοΙαß.υΙ cncΙ.
ßη ý. οΡÞ υιß!Þßιy |ßÞ GEIJ ααÝòòαΙΦßΦ 2002), 28 Ι J09, hσc 285 8?,
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Chτß§ι iS notju{ α historical pcrson, but τηýòτ'rεrιετdαt- and ιοdυγ ιhe ΟÞò
and ιh. §aπe οÞη Ior e}g, " (Hebrews τ3:8), w€ stress thi§ ροßηι bccau§e ßι
seems ýÝt ßη the dialogue among christianiιy, Judaism. and lslam, th€re iS α
ιòηdεηòγ fo, α chrisτiaa mclination τo\ι,ard ιrapicrl ,onΦchianiòn (ποdΔ-
ß§'l), ßη ýε efΤorr ιο conviDc€ ιhe otheπ ιbαt ýeγ, ιοο. are monotheisιs, whαι
seems ιο bc abseil ß! thcse ca§es is lλe sen§e ofchri§i as Vian-Gω, as rhe ec,
òΙεòßαrιßòιΙ τenιer expressiig the red€€ming ροινετ of chιßsιßαηßτγ and οf
ι]hτßsßαÞ πonothei§m,

Rahncr, for inslΔ]ce, ßη his aιιcmpι ιο SpÝak monoýcistically about ΙSlam,

fοòιòòs his τhεοΙοgßòαΙ termilology oD Faþcr ood, Hc §αγ§ ιhαι Father God,
ßη the hj§ιory of God's rcνclatioll ιο ýε q,orld, is ηοι far ftom cr€ation, and is
reνealed ιο it as thÝ òtòmαΙ life ßη ιIutn and as loνc (ßη oιhòτ pais hc rcplacÝs
ιhεsε \Vords ιVitb word aßld SpiΙi0.'i Βυι how can one pcrceiy. ιhε exprθSsion
lhal ιhε one αÞd inconceivabΙe God ß, cΙose (nahe) ,ο cλn:rι \yhcn, αt ý.
sam. ιßmò, ßτ is uÞdc.lined ihal Chτßòι ß§ ηοι ßυß αηγ pΙophei? lfHe is noιjust
ωγ propheτ, why is ßι ηοι òχΡΙß€ßιΙγ sιrιcd τhαι ΙΙÝ is ιhò sccond person ofýc
ΗοΙγ Ττßηßιγ? lt is α fact τhaτ Islεmic τhεοΙοgßαÞ§ accu§c chrisιianity ofhaν,
ßηε ιßιιòò gods, Βυι is it s.holaIly, from α chriiiai point ofvicw, ιο τυm ιο-
wατd tropical Þona|.hioniJm iD ordÝl ιο òοmτηυηßcαιò ιιßth IslamΦ?

Scc Η. Volgnmlcl, ''DΦiD"'5α9, ΗΦφÝmß8hι h!y.,Þ Þgre.n.ni wßιh ιhò γßòψ οΙ
ýο§ò ψhο òΙαßÞ ιh!ι "FÞthα. So! aπd ΗοΙγ spirif'lrt coΦoD ÞιÞ€§ Þd ηοι simPly
§p.cial ÞÝÞc§. ò.. 

^,F. 
Kiπ.l.'"rhe Gω Ινhο LßΙΦ Ηt Ν..ι.: ΗοΙγ TnDity,

ΤòmßÞß§Þ. Φd lhc ΙΣg!δgò οß ι-αßιh." ý A.F, κßΕ.Ι (cd,), sp"alihg ιh. chτßrιßοι
God, Gr&]d R ΡßÜι, Ι992).188,20Ε.

θ.sidΦ, Φ .Þοιhσ ΦΦòßοη, Κ R nnσ §llφαι3 ιhò νßΦ th6l ''(τb.) .ηÞmΦ.ηc

Trinity is thc ÞccΦsary Φηdjιßοη fol thc pωòjbility οΙ God\ fß.Ý Elf_comunι
oaijo!" (77,. rri,iD,. [L.ndo!. l9?0], Ι02, ΙΙηι.,Ι). lÞ οýÜ ραη§ hÝ a!rcs§6 hþωlf
g§ 

'ollo*s 
j "ιο ιh. τιτιaτßΦ. ωd ιhò faòι of ý. 9hαιßΦ, ý. fliýful had ιο do {nh

þò υr9ροΙΦ mysle.y oitbÝ ßοι l.Þgibl., ÞοηgßΦι.d cοd, Φ.d ιαιΙσ, *hο doΦ
Þοι.χi'l lid mαjD ßß . Þctaphysigl dßsιßÞòε, bυι Βτhα ιh. crcaιor, hinsclη wΦι§
Ιο aonωn.c Ιο ιΙΙ His ßοßτΦò.Ριßοη Φd dΦinion Þd 6ÞdοÞ ß§ ιhòη ΘGmαΙ lifc
ßη truιh aid Ιον.. This Uic þd inΦÞceiνab]c God ß§ ßß ω ηιΦνßου§ ν6γ hiòωncÞl]y
closc ιο ηΦ ßη Jc§Us cιrin, ψho is ßοι ßιη !Þγ ρτορhÜ ßη Þ ορ.η line of pΦphcc.
bu Þιhσ ýÝ fiÞ!Ι òd impeΦioι9 §τΙΙσρΙÜßοß οf ιb. one òω Þ hisιory, And τhß§
Φ. ad Φc God ΦωΦ ΙlßΒΙf Ιο ÞΦ t§ ιb. ΗοΙγ sρßηι ý lh. ν.τγ middl. of
ýe Ιυlm αßòιòßΦ for τhc òαΙιτýΦ d ΦÞρ1.1ßοD ιhαι Gal Himsclf ßò. Tlrcrε αΕ
αΙΦ for ýò chτßòtßαÞ faiý Ι§ο 6diΦl and fηαΙ f!òιò, ψays of cxislΦc. of ý. οη.
cod ßη lbe wodd, ψhich ac ýò PΦlid€d &Φ fΜ cοß fiηαΙ §αΙναιßοη ýfιhe woΙld|
j,i hj§ιol_V ωd tnÞscΦdΦcc ΤÞ.s. tνo facrs cxisl Φd alq,ays,ýΦυÞb ιο diffcrθn,
ýαιßο!, s,h€η ýε_¾ DιΦdΙγ p6uPΡg ah οýσ" (ΕαòΙÜßοη mÞε) (Scc Κ
RÞηησ, "Eiaietciι ýd DτßΙαΙτßεΚòßι Gollò ßÞ o§Prrch mßτ d.i Ι5ΙΦ"' ßß 5./,Þ/-
ιεÞ ar τhòologie Ι3 ιιtýßò\L 1978Ι, 139Ι,,



ΑΙΙο\ιþg rcad€Is ω an§wel ihe aboνÝ φΕsιßοÞ lor ýcmselνes (diτccity),

\νò αttεmρι ω provid€ αη alr§ιra (τηdßτεειΙγ) for ουτsεΙν€S. tfuουφ reierΦce
ιο οιhει Vie\ys of òοηtεmροτατγ ιhcologians, Αß ýßs ροßηò let υ5 τòfòτ to ýc
ßmροτιαηòε that is p]a.ed οη Chnstian Ττßηßιαιßαη Thcotogy ßπ τòΙαιßοη to

modòro socieτy. Aocording to ΒοÞ qho depick mαη ßη modem Society α5

yegmin8 ιο belong 1ο α social ιyhole, ττßηßιαιßαη Theoloσ is α so]uιion, §lnce

ιhÝ Ττßßßιατßαη €omrnunion proyidcs α modcl for α sοcßÝιγ ιhαt ρτοfuοιεs par-

ιßòßρατßοη as ψell as iιdividual distinction.'o Indced, η iS commonly accepιcd

ýat tie fi.τsι cbristian òοπmυηßτγ atlempωd to ΙßνÝ accordiÞg the model of
þò Triιiιarian .omΙnunity, wbie subsequeDι gεηεταιßοη§ of cbristians ιeDded

tο gÝt caπied ατιαγ by ΡΙßτßòαΙ sÜυòιυτÝs, ßη§ιεαd of focusing οß ýε bibΙical

re]aιioÞ§hip beιwecn God aÞd men, \yhaι w. ατε ιalking αbουι hòιÝ is α rcla_

ιßοπ§hßρ ιhat ß§ chaΓacιcrizÝd by "enprying" (κÝνωση) aÞd "inclusion' (συμ,

ßιεριτΦρησηl "ΕτÞρτγßηg" ßη ýßs Γεgsτd mòαÞ§ ουι giyjng οf ourse]Vcs for

oιhers for ιhc sa&e of α coinmon gοοζ α§ ßι ýε cmpιying ofý€ word (PhiliΡ.

2, 5-] Ι), ψhere ιhε SalyatioÞ of α|Ι mòη ß§ achi€VÝd, τhe ιατη "inclusion"
(ουμπεριχιΙρηση) rÝfen to ýò αòòφιαßcε of oibers, ιο ý€ §ßmυΙιαΙlεουS ac_

còpiιnce of Unity and disdnaioι. Α rnod.l οfυηßιγ j§ fouid ßη ιhc Τrßηßκιßαη
òοmmιτÞßση of ιhε c§§cnc., \ihilc dß§ιßηòιßοη§ ατÝ rιndercd wilh h}?osΘtic

ραÞßòυΙατßιγ. This entirc synιhesis of unity and disιinclion could bc ..ndered
,\yih ýe pΔtri§tic tcftn "inter,inclι§ion" (συμιφψßρηση). ThÝ eccl€Siologjcal

Basis fοτ thi§ ßÞòΙυ5ßοη is ý. body ofchΙisι.
As τJc ιτοψ, for ýò h.rÝSiarch Ατ.ßο§, ýe FαýÝι is α divin. Ýssencc.

\r,hich is dß§ιß!òt ftoE ýαt of ιhε Son; Areios said ýαι οηΙγ thÝ Fαιh€τ ß εισ,
ÞαΙ and unclcated; ιhc Son ß§ α .reation, superior ιο oýcr aeations, Ariu§ \Vas

rc-ιliy fal ftom thÝ iΦigicsl cxprcssion οfþε churci, which ναηιÝd Φ dcm,

onstrate ýò ρ.€-€t τßαΙ τ€ΙαιßοDòhßρ of ýe Tlinilaria! hγΡ§Þ§€ßs and expen-

cnced ιhò ecclcsiastical way of life ýτ¼υφ ýÝ (§aying) mαηßfθstαιßοη of ýε
Trinitarjan unity ßη lhe \yorld, Today, ßη ρersρòτtßγεs such as ιhαt l,eld by

ΒοÞ \γε ca'l dcωct Φ ßηιòDsÝ αηιß-Ατßαη climatθ, ßÞ ιτ,Ιßòh ýετε iS ηο uideΙ,
εsιßmαtßοη ofýc \yord, ΒοΙß sΕcsses ihaι each divin€ person is assert€d from

lhe οýετ diνine pεI§σDs and points ουι ýc si8DificancÝ ofunity ßη combina-

ιßοη wßý ýc otbem€ss of thc persoÞ§, ΙΙÝ coisideΕ ιhat commιnity iS

achieved by mcris of ParticipaιioD and mυιυαΙ erÞptying,5l Ιfl ιhis case, \'e

bavc ýε p.oje.tion of th€ ΤτßÞßιγ α§ ιhc ρετfεòι coπrmunity, wßý αη uodeE

5α S.c Εαb ΤηΔßσ, Ρεßυι (hmir, (ι{αινΚßοΙL ]ω0), ΧΙΠ,
3' αοεß, πηßÞ,, :,
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scoring of the fact that ιhε TriniÞrian heιesies failcd bccause ýεγ did ηοß
gIa§p ιhò ßmρο!ταηòε ofýc thr€€ h}posιaseis iD unity and rhe unity of God ßη
thc three h}¸osτaseis, Tmpical ΙνΙοηατòhßαηßsm maioiaincd ýαt the one God
had ihrce differcnl ways οf€χρτ§òßοη. Three-theism (Trithci§mιrs) §ροΙò ofa
fαßý ßη ιhτò differenι gods and deiied α r€laιionship of υηßιγ ßη dßνßηßτγ,
Both heresies ofraed ntiona] stηρΙßfiòαιßοηs that tried ιο do\yngrad€ th€ ρòτ
òòριßοη of ιhc mystery of ýe Tnnity aS α perfec! conrnunity.5: Το aνoid Suclr

piιfall§ of rclsoning. as wc mentioned aboνe, onc mυ5ι honor the rclationship
of the other t\ιο Triniιarian persons wßý ýò Fαιhετ, ýòß §ourc€, α§ ÞατυταΙ

and ηοι moral. Accordiigly ýòη, ιhò Ü€nd of conιempomry ihcologiaÞs ιο fa-
νοτ simplc cxpressioDs of ýò dogma is Very ßΦΡÞαηι,

Finally, \r,e must addle§s thÝ ιbÝological claim ιhαι God is bνe (l. JobÞ,
4. 8). This §implc €xpres§ion ß§ fundrmcntal for Ττßßjιατßαη teaching, λ4αη

klow§ cod α§ IoVe aDd α§ s€lf-8iνen, sοmÝιhßÞg ýαt þ α challcngc for and αη
inνitatjon ιο eνery maÞ (/ογò òαòh οιhετ, as Ι hΦ,ò |oVed_yoιr {John, 3, 34}),
Yet ιhis hi§ been explicaιcd by modÝm ιhεοΙοgßαηs ιο ýεΔη "God ß! ιhò
ιο\,eι, ιhe haιoved, and ιhe ιονe beπVeen then." |η τefercncc ßο the ικòò di-
νßηò p€rsons. Frcm απ orthodox Ρßηι of νßειν this rcndcring caDnoι bc con_

§idered §cbolaτly, b€crι9e ßι is bA§.d οη the rerching οf Ε/ßßο4rÝ, 5] and
§σaias ofnco-idca|ism are αρραròÞι hcrc α§ lλ,ell, Ycι εmρhαòß2ßηg ιh€ under-
§lrnding ofcod as lovc is not sοmÝΙhßÞg þαι §houid b. exι.ndcd to the par,
ticula.ity of the p€rson, buι ταιhòι ιο ιhe maÞifesιation of God for people

ιfuουgh ιhcir common òncrgics.
\Ve εαη sÝe ßÞ ιhò þου8hτ of ýÝ majority of modcln ιhεοΙοgßαη§ ýαι

ιιÞßΙ€ some αι. inclined to\rard TroPical Monachianism, οιhθπ faνor the hy-

ροsΙαιßò disþction aÞd aclnowlcdge ιh. Ττßτιßιαιßαη υηßιγ as αß cs§ential Ýlc_
mcnt for ιh€ deνelopment of social τòΙαιßοη§ ßη ýe world, according ιο the

model οfιh€ Trinitariai τεΙαιßοη§hßρ ßÞd τhε εò.lεsßα§τßòαΙ òοmmυηßτγ,g Βυτ

ΒοßΤ. ΤτÞßΛ,, 5G57j 
', 

NcuDa Ι !. Dιρuis,Ihp chηòιjοη Fajll, (SlÞιci λlmd, ]99ü),
ι36,

S.. Τ.J. S.ýghi, "τΙ. Ττßýtγ: Α lvlodcl for BelΦgiDg ßη cοÞιòπροτυγ Socicly"' ßß
Τhe Ε.υπ.Þß.αΙ RΦßΦ ¶ \2002): ]]],42, bΦ ]]6: "τh€ spiriι, Prccccding Eom
ωlh, η ýò boÞd ofý. ιονÝ b.'q,M ιhΦ: "God ß5 Þò Ιοισ. ÞÝ bGlo,cÜ Φd ΙhÝ

SΦ SòßιεhΙ "Τηηßγ," ]37_3Ε: "Τh. ΦΜΦßι.τßΦ ΙhΦτ.γ ΜbΙÝ§ α ΤηηßσßΦ
modcl ßÞ !h.i ιhε þdnidual αÞd ýò .οrηÞωßιγ σ. riΦcd α§ òο,€χßηΦß: ýΦ ßò ηο
b.ßÞ8 αρ.η αοÞ b€jagin8. Fýncnnore. *c π mdc ßÞ ý. iftag. of Gý Φd ýò
imagc of God ß Triýe, *ßιh ýÝ Τ!Εò αßþηe ßη Φ elΦal οοmm!Þßοη of αgαlc, α
τ.bιßοπ,shßρ ofmΙlΦl giΙing Φd τòòßιßÞg ,, , 'rie sΦÞΦι ofbapτi§Þ ßι τηò ÞαÞe



\γhen Vr'e speak of Cfuistiπ oΡcnness ω ιh€ §,orld, we musi m€an ýe loying
unity thaι ChristiÞiιy offeΙs to modem sociely as α Þodel of social 1ife. α

model based οÞ ýε ΤτßηßωιßαÞ exarιple of chri§cs §elf,giving tο ýò wo.1d, α
paΕdigln of unity thaι is incliÞed αgαßηòι òοηιÝftροτατ §οòßα] indiνidual-

Heß)cc, ιγε wouliln't disagree wßý þe νßòw ιhαι ιhε diyinc coarmυnity is α
mystcly of "inclu§ion"' sincc ßι is of thc natυJc οΙ the Trinity to ορ€η υρ (α/
ασο) aÞd ιhυs bccome €mpiricaly UÞdcntood by man, Ιηd€εÜ ιhò ßÞòαmα-
tion of ιΙε ',/r'ord intΙoduced the Triniιy ιο hυΕαÞ hisιory, wiý ßΒ d.monstra,
tion ιhat tbe dßsιßηòßßοη beτwΦa òιεαιòd (τηαg) and uncreal"d (God) ß§ ηοι α

ραηßιßοηßÞg of ýòsε τý,ο τealitics, tι is γÝτ likcly ιhαι ýßs ττßηßÞτßαß modcl
of commuιity wα§ ýc basic prcmi§e for relaions ßß ihc Γττ§ι Chτßòιßòο òοm,
mυηßιß.§, amon8 them§clνes and wßý lh€ broadcr \yorld (Prax. 4, 32, 34,
35),'"

Excluiiyeie3, ιιd Ριυft ll§m

ArÞong chrß§tßαÞ§ ýετ sccm ιο bθ tyyo τ§ροπsÝs to rcligious diffcιenτiation:
ιhαt of cxclu§iνòness and thατ of ρΙυταΙß§Ε, τhc cτucial ροßηι fo. ιh. exclusiν-
jst per§peotiνc is ιhαι οÞΙγ th€ cbri§tiaη faiý ß§ salνific, and thαι whateνcr
virΦes αÞοý€τ r€ligion may ρτÝ§.ηζ ß òαηηοι ofrcr ac.€s§ ω ιhε highcsι αυιh
τhαι § idcnιifiÝd ιτßý ctu,ist, chιßsιßαηßtγ mαßπιαßη§ thαι d.nial ofclu,ist as ýò
one lr.d and Saνior ofsll mcn is dcDial οfýe ΕυÝst ofau ιτυth§,

From ýÝ Plurali§ι pcΕpccιiye, cbτß§ι proyides α ιαΙßd τοýιÝ ιο Salνaιioo,
but not ιhe οηΙγ οηÝ, ΡΙυΕΙßsιs mαßηιτßη thaι οπθ comes ιο dicoνer οýÜ
rouιcs tο salνalion ιΕουφ dialoguÝ ard cxpericιce \τßý oιher religioω tradi
ιßοηs, ThÝ cτßιετßοο for judging α r€ligioD hcre ß§ ιhc degιcc ιο ιιÞ;òh §αΙναιßοη

is πllde acc€ssiblc ω ils iÞdiνidιral mòωbÝτ§, \Vhat coι§ιifut€S "§alνation,"

3ι3

οf ιhc Triýc ωd ß α .ι8ß of bεΙοßgÞ8: ýò Φoint d mcýbσs of ιh. clurch ηο
loιgcr b.loig ωl.ßγ ιο ιbcπsclv.s, bul ,ο chrin ,,,, Φl.Ιrαιßοη 6ΙΙοψ9 ý to Φlcß ßÞtο
α Εοft ρτ{οιτÞd òοΦυßßΦ wßý ýε Eld gττρ6 ιhÜ d.fÞò 6."
Sc. SojrΦi"'Tniiy"'34l: "Τlrc claiπ ýτt ý. Τrinity ß ý€ bδis fol hυmαÞ
bclΦgirg Eýes α sτoEg ΡΙßιßΦΙ sαΦΦι fol ßη§ß§Ε ηοι οηΙγ ýαι hÞΦ bcjng§
.ι€ §Φß3Ι bu ýrτ ý. 8rΦd οf ri ý.Þ§ lΙ.s ßÞ bcloogiÞg Ιο Φ. ΦοýΦ. ΜΦνΦ.
ýÝ Tnnity Dloιides ýe dΘ€τ,.ß fοΦdαÞοß posibl. wßýß, ιΙτ. chßsιßΦ tldßιjοÞ for
ιh. Ejeaioη ofýc bb5 ιovards iDdiyiþιliΦ ..,,"

Scc Þ]5ο sci.ε}j, 'τηηßτγ." 336,



howcνer, iS α poiÞt ur¼n \lhich ιhc ρΙοταΙßsΒ disagτce, \Vhat they do αgτò€
υροη is the asselτlon τhαt atl ι€]ßeßουò τταdßtßοηs slrare α conrrnon goal, and
ιhcr claiπ ιhαι by holding τÞßò uideΕτanding, ýeologians dc ßη α position tο
View rcligiou§ traditions ouιSide ιbòßτ οΜ wilh gτcatcr ob.jectiviιy and jmpar,

tiality, υροη tbese groυnds, ýòγ invite τhc òχòΙιιòßτjòτò ιο ονετοοmò t]ròiΓ ßη_

A]ιhough tlre ρΙυταΙßsιò' respòctfυl disposition loι,ard other ταdßιßοDs jò

5diiΙable. ßt noneýclcs§ lacks criτical depth b_V ayoiding α þοτουgh enough
analysi§ of what makes religion§ aDd §alνific pe.speaiνcs differ from οηε αÞ-
olher, lfpluralism vieris αΙΙ perspecιiνcs as equal. ιhòη ιh€ τerm "pluralim"
loses its τεαΙ m€αηßÞg, Αι thc outòcι, ßι is ßmροπαηι tο refuτe ýε claim that the

ρßιιταΙßη approach ß§ prjmarily τriumphalist; tbατ is. ýαι ß§ ιIue a8enda is tο
projcct uniνersalism ψjý α oÞe-Upmanship agcnda oνerand aboνe thc unjνcI,
Sa]ist claims oiriνal pc§Pccιiνcs. whαι ιhε plural]9ts do haνc to offer us is
ýεßι \Iil]ingncs§ tο ackno\Vlωge cοmÞοÞ Valuc§. and τheir openncss ιο intcι-
τcligious dia]o8ue for ιhò òakc of ιhε common good, ΙÞ ιhßs way. Chfistians
must admit ιο αι Ιεα§ι τhis d€gree ofp]uralism ifindccd they aflirm ιheiI faith
ßη God'§ uniycròal love for αΙΙ His creaωIÝs _ and thi§ is key for αΙΙ His
creaωrcs Ιi.Ιidin8 /rο§Ý who do ηοι bclicνc ßη Him or are Ηß§ cncmies, lf
chΙi]itian manotheisrn represenιs ýßs òotcriological message ofuniνer§al love
authentical]). ιhen ßι cannot cmbrace αrll.τ εχòΙυsßνß§ι approach ιο re]igious
diffcrcnca,,

Exclu§iVÝn€§S of chrlSÜantt} ?

ll1 ιhe social life of our times, ιιe are αΙΙ αwατε of ýò r€yiνa] of difΙcrcnt cul-
tuml and Γelßgßου§ ιταdßtßοηS ιιndcr ιhò inf]uence of crucial faciors. one of
which we considcr cspeεially ηοΦwοττΙγ,Ι? ThiS ß§ ýò fαòτ τhατ modcm man
can ηο 1on8€r dispute the trυιh ýαι ιhcrc arc ηο supenoΙ and infcnor ciyiliza-
tjons, but must actnowlcdge rather τhε Varioυs and permissible forms of hu_
man cxpicssion.s3 Clearly, ch.jstiao theology shατε§ α dcbt ýßý α1] other rc,
ligions to giνe ιhß§ issue jt§ fair αιιθηtßοη, Thi§ acknowledgemenι not οιΙγ
infoΓms comΡarjsois beιween CbτßSιßαη δnd non,Chrisýan Ieliβons but even
juxtaposes bεtινεεη Ea§tem aDd westem chτi§tianity, and of especial sig_

Scò οÞ ιhcsc ροßηιò Ρετοιι ar.iloda τhεοΙοò,-,214,5,

PÜJý, oÞhodo, ΠeoΙo$ ,2|5.
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9 ψ. Φry b.lßΦÝ ιhal fa ofl}odor th.ology. §p€kýg to thÝ δodΦ wofld mΦι Þοι

!.§ι οη Φ. tj§ioncal modcl, ofýc ρΔι, bul Βýα οη ιÞò Þ.ο]οβòαΙ ρτο§ρ.Ü ιh th.
lhcologoal ΙτßdßtßοÞ of ý€ ΡΦt ορΦs υΡ for itl sprc5ding ιο ýe Þod.m ψond, whοÞ

η Ιs Þοι ΦΦßdετ.d ýαι ýΦΙοεγ is Φ.d by οýσ sò!ßßΦ3. bυι γÞòο ßι §.π.S Þεm
ω sha ιÞΦ οΙΤ ßη Ειαtßοß ω God, Ιι η . òοητòΕΦοτrι_γ ρhΦÞΦΦη foι §σηΦΕ Ιο

ιhßÞκ ßhαι h. sP.lrs ýωΙοαòαΙΙγ ηd liιc ι christiΦ, νh.Þ, ßß ý. dcrclopΦωr οf Þò
(ÞηþτοDοΙοgßΦΙ) *σid, ch.isι Φd ý. Rcd.πPtioD ofrcΕd by Gω ar. αbòΦι, ΟÞ.
ýßÞκs ιοdΑ, ý!l by ΕΙΙßη8 5ρΦßfòαΙΙγ rbΦl Þm Φd ßη ιb. abσΦl aboιt God, hc

ha§ gΕφεd th. ýΦΙοgßòξΙ ιοßß
Φ SΦ πεσdjÞe οω ýοψh§ hΦ ε]§ο ΙειΦ, ozrod,, ΙrrΦΙοg,,, 2 Ι],

nificance, §eu-iÞqrriry οη ýε pari of chιßτßαηs seσching for §ρßιßτυαΙ and

ýεοΙοgßòαΙ sοΙυιßοrs ßη ýe ccuΙnΦical tmdßιßοπ ο' ιhe chuch, not as α cul-

tural and historicaΙ commodity, bυτ ηιhετ þ α facloI of redcÞption for αΙΙ

mεη, ωτhouι €χòεριßοι59 Τheology is ηοι oompleτely dφεηdòηι oD condi,

lions of social reality, but ß! synthesΕ€s these òοιdßιßοÞ§ yrithin dialogue α§ α

§υρροß ιο 3nd V€bicle οß commUnicadon, and ιßιhßη that s)¸thθsis theology

adempts to furlhcr ßò own sοιòτßοΙοgßεαΙ lßes§age,ω And ηο mαιισ how auch
α religion modifies ßò langυa8e as αß aid ιο dialogue, ßι js noncýel€ss §υ€

τhßι Ýαòh reΙigion g€nerally icgards i§elf α§ ýε οηΙγ pos§.ssor of lh€ oÞe Ιιυ,

esι Euth,
whαι ihcn. could α possible oihodox sÞncc b€ rcτArding ιhß§ maιιcr? \Vc

\Vould daΙe Say ιhαι /ßεlrεJλ οΙ ChrÝι λσ enough ιοοπ ηοι οhΙγ Ιοι eyery

mak, bυι tor eVery reΙjgion, α, ι€/Ι Ιη ýßs ιλ,αγ, chlisιianity does ηοι act αò α

òοη§ΕαßÞι οη social dενεΙορmθηι. but ηΙh.τ affea§ ýοSε d€Vclopment§ sote,

rioIo8ically. Hcice, ιh€ mοmΦι τhÞ ftrη τries to shake ofi αηγ τ.ισου5 αυ-

thoriσ, chri§ιianiιy do€s ηοι impos€ onc morc, buι ßαιbετ §υgεÝsts thc com-

ρΙßαηòò of ßhαι αυýοτßψ ψih ιhò òοηιòmροτßτ social demands of religious
plunlism. ΑΙοη8 ιhesc liics, tberc is αÞοιhòι Claring ass.ÞioD regaΙdin8 tcrm-

inology α§ ψθ]Ι δ essencc: ψ. could say ιhαt,ÝΙ'grουs ρΙιιιοΙßsÞ con ιβsυπε

υΡοòιαòßs ßη ιhε ]γροòfuòη ο/ ιhε yod νιhο wss incaIn.|cd for αΙΙ Ηß§

crÝations, ιhαι ß§, for eνery mαÞ (of cyÝry ΕαdßιßοÞ). lι §ccms, icrciÞ, thαι

ποηοιhεßsη does ηοι òΙοßη .rcΙusivness, but ταý.τ lovingly opens υρ ιο

chrisι's §amcDcss of ess€nc€ ι{ßιh αΙΙ ΙΙß5 crcaΦles, Ιη this ι?γ, the evaΙgel_

ical mcssage òαι b€ clevaιed ßη ιhε modcm world, Something ιhαΙ τφτεsεπι§

ιhc Slnccrcsι aim§ of on}odox ιheolo8ian,sociologisιs
of couIs., onc could clairD ýαt ιh. aboνe exprc§sion has ιhc word α§ ß§

òòÞιει of graνiψ and, coDsequcný, ιhαt ßι declaΕs and ωdeI§.orcs ibe cx-

clusiνenc§s of cbrisιianity, Yet to τfuιò ýαι claim, one mu§l §imply ac,

kÞoψledge ýò impoÞance of the ορΦßÞg υΡ of CΙEi§tian monothcism to οth-
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ers - and ýßò is ιhε key point - th€ si8nificaocc of the ενmιgòΙßò εχßοτιαtßοη
ιο loνc ò\¸D oDe's cncmy. l-et us ηοι fοlgòι the Κεγ Ι,assage of ýε Νσ Tes-
bmcnt re8arding ιhò criterion υροη which cod jυdgcs Þen, Ι,Ialthe\y 25: 3 Ι ,

46, Here ßι is cl€arly slτesscd thar liιing ßη accordance wßιh cod's \γßΙΙ ßη_

Volyes hclPing thÝ bυngry, ýò ýir§ty. ýε iakcd, ιh€ §icl, ιhò imprisoned, Be_

sidcs, if §omeonc reads ΡαυΙ (Rom. 2:9), he ψßΙΙ rcalize thαι the apo§tlc

stιesses God's grace and not mankind's αbßΙßιγ ω jýge, Thc apostle main-
ιαßηs, of cou.se. thΔι the ones ι'ho dοÞ'ι bcliεVe l€ad α sinful ]ife, ψhich de-
Þοιεs α iailυre ιο recogiize God, γòι hc do€s ηοι spcak ofιhem ßη α puijshing
way.'| of coursc, lhe evaDgclic òχòòφι υΡη $hi.h οηε sιands with g.cal
òαυιßοη rcgarding ιhò i§sue of thc €xclυ§iνeiess of cfußsιßαττßσ, is the pa§§age

Ιcclgling ýΔτ nobodr upproaches ιhε Folhel ηßιhουι ηε (meanirg chτß6ι),
sυτÝΙγ the Subjccι here is Ιhò Divinc \γοτÜ of whom JοΙrι Spcaks ßη his ριο-
logυc, Ιη ιhßs ca§c, wc §ant ιο gmphasizc ýis facι as ι sclf-obligaιion οη ιh.
ΡαÞ οß chri§ιians loψaτd οΡσηòs§ to οßhει§, That is, ßΙ ιhc §ameness οß
chri§ι's c§§cnoe ψiιh rhat of αΙΙ inen is ιhò bridge hcre, thÝn ýαt uDder
sΦnding ßη itself raisc§ αΙΙ men ιο\γαιds ιh€ FαthÝτ, and ιherefoτc we musι ηοt
ßηιòφτt ýε evangclic expression cxclusiνely, bυι mther ρΙυταΙßstßòαΙΙγÜ ο..
eνen bÝßει ecumcnically,63

The cxclu§ivcn.ss ofchris'.iΔniry (Die λbsοΙυιhεßι des c/inJlenÞ']'l'§) ß§ α
problcm fervently dcbaιcdby mod.m scicntifi€ thÝοΙοgγ and οηò producing α

Γich bibliography οη ιh. §υbjòòι.{ Α§ yre Κηο\ι, ßß ιhe mullircli8ious τÝαΙßtγ of
òοηιòmροmη, mulιicuhural §oci.ti.s, mei and ι¼mÝη aΙe confidcol that ιhÝγ
ταη dcfine ιheir o\yD self_hood, γòι ιο claim ιhαι ιDυΙtßòυΙΦταΙßιγ is α kind of
univer§al ιÝΙßgßοπ and ßο coDdcmn ßι οη ýοsε grcunds is common ßη funda_

ν.η- ß,lÝGηßÞ8 qUc§ιiUN alout ΦΙ.sßοΙοgßòüΙ αòΙιòßνΦòò Þd op.i!ζs arc foΦd
ß! ιb. aric]c of G, §ΦτgÝ nomf§Ιy, 'τhÝ DΦΕßÞò οß ýÝ cbÞh llld ý. ΕΦεßßοÞΙ
ΡΦbΙΦ.' il aÞ. εÜπ.,ß.α/ tΦßΦ,? ( ] 950), Ι 52,ü Ι ,

ΙυßhòmοΕ. sincc Þοιhßßg ßο lhc ψoιld .ατÞε ßηιο οιßsl.ηòÝ withoιt ιh. òrearivc
inιoπ..tion of ιhε word ωd siÞcc ιhò ιγοτd ßò ΙhÝ ßmü8. οfýÝ fathcr, ý. cxprc§joD
that ιÞτουòη ýc ψσd ΙΜ ιÞοι5 ý. FarhΦ òÞ b. Þdσ§rood lroÞ ιhß aspc.I, .s

ΗΦ *. dj$eπ ý. bòsßò ditrΦΦ οßtω.r's ΦÞÞß!τ frοÞ ýc .òυΦ.ßßαΙ §ρßτßι
of ýε ÞdnidÝd Þ.ßΦι clυrch, ΤΙτò o odoI cbulcb udcrliÞ.§ ιb. chnsιo]ogical
ιτιΙ, siDce cbristoΙo&/ ß§ tb€ bas. fo. rhc gΦυßÞε lDι!Φ!οΙοgγ (*. α, \4Φtzýidis,
c/,iJrb, ,ξ'nicj. (ß! G...Ι), ντΙ. Ι, [Τh.ssαΙοDßΦ, 2002], 277),

ι'. Εfσ ÞΦ ιΦ Þ. highlΙ mατΙαbΙ€ sfud,V of Rei.noω Bcfrhaü, Dσ Δþοιrl-
hαßιsΦφτh d.ò chlisισnaþ, lbn dσ λ,|μ;fußg bý αι pluroIinis.h.n Þεοιο8ß2
/./ i./'aDre, (cßιcδΙοΙ Ι991),



mεηtαΙßsι circlcs and is Ýαsγ το do, \V}at is most evidÝnt ßη mυΙßòυΙΦια]
mονεmεηι§, eyθn ψherc multreligio§ity plays α rol€. ß5 thc αßm to elcVaÝ the

StaÞ]s of ιho§e fοιmετΙγ relcgaιed to disadνaιΦgeou§ ι,οsßιßοηs of othcmess
υτßýßη socicty, and το resisr bcing dcfmed aDd rul€d by sÝΙf,αρροßηι€d
αυιhοπtßÝs. ADd cbIisιianity, hcre, sincÝ ßι ha§ α5 ßΙ§ cor€ ýε spiriι of
dktorra, is naruraily ßη faνor of these muhiωlτUra],multire]igious aims,
ckistiaÞiιy doe§ ηοι.εgσd ßι§€Ιf as culΦrally sup.rior ιο ýε τεΙßgßοιιs òυΙ-
tur€S of οιhετs, bυι ß ιòsιßfiεs to ß§ sοtòτßοΙοgßòιΙ ροψòι \τßιh ι §ρßτßι of./ia-
Ιοrßυ, α òρßτß! ßτ draws frοπ ιhÝ cross aÞd ιhε Ròsurrecιioi of cΚßsι for ýε
§8ke of ÞαÞΚßÞd, wßý ιhis thcolo8ical approach, cfuistianiy has αη "òxclu_
siνc'goil ßη rcspn§e ιο contempoΕry ".εUmeni§m" wheneycr ωd whÝrever
ιhαι leads ιο religioυs §}ncτeism, even ψher€ ιhßs sγηcßξτßsm is undckιood
fuÞdamellιally as 9η aiemPt αι ραòßfιsΦ.65 Ιη ils ÞòοΙοgßòα1 ιεsιßπιοηγ. chris_
tiarrity mυ5ι bc "αbsοΙυιε" becau§c 'ÞυmΦ b€inrs, ΙßΚ. ιh€ ψhol. of cταιßοη,
acquire thciΙ full digrity wßýßÞ thc fello\Vship or comrnunion of lbe ΗοΙγ
Spirit ßÞ the body οfcbτßsò ,λhcrc sin and deaý Üε abolished.'J6

coπclu§lon

withiÞ rnulticultural socicιy, God can bc found ßη maDy placcs alld ßη many
forms, a.d the quc§tioÞ of ω ß§ αΙßν. and ιν.lΙ ßη ßΒ broad rccepιioι α§ α

process οß leamiδg and sceking with oιhers. Α§ cfuistians, \ρ. aIc caΙled ßο
ιαΚò ßηtο considcraιion ýÝ sγÞòτειßsm ofour ιßßßòs and ýe seasonal EAnsfor-

mαιßοηs ofoý ideω, bιιι also ουι wca}less ιο fully coπcciνÝ ofGod's rc6liιy.
τhis mcans that thc cxclυsion οf οýò§, α tÞdency lhΒt incι.a§cs ßß dßτε.ι
proporιion ιο thc §tes§ \yc placc οη §ocial diffc.cnc€, ß§ not ßη agr€.m.nt wßιh
the cki§tisn §ρßτßι, Howeνer, iD order for Us ιο fully qÞd αυýεηtßòαΙΙγ re,

spond Ιο ιhßs call. αη uidcrstanding ofchrisaaι mοηοý€ß§m mιι§t bc cla[ified
firsl αmοÞg chτßsιßαι§ thcmselνe§, So thal ýεßτ debaιcs νjý olher rcligions
miφt bc ba§ed sccurcly οη dogmaιjc ιhεοΙοτ,

Sk€pticism has §hο\ιη ß§εΙf ιο b. sn inefrcctiVÝ sιαηòε ßπ inιθrreligiou§
dialogue. ιηd€€Ü skepιici§m can proνc daÞgeroιs - αη aiiΦde provokin8

€οηf]jòι raιher ftαη UΙ'dersιanding. ΙD αΙΙ cascs. ιhc concomiiant social and

)Ι1

Ü' Se.,lso G. λ{3Þ@ßdß, Ýß,Ιr5, (ß! GEl), 279 8Ο,

6ü ScÝ Ν, ληαι9οι}r5, "Τh. Ε.ΦοÞγ of th. ΗοΙγ sýft (ιhò SlÞΦοßDl of ofthodox
τbΦlψr-)," ßη Ihe τ:@Þdß.α/ τΙ4rΦ,.l ] ( Ι 989)] 398-405, hπ 4ο],
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Pòsible ροýιßòαΙ alΙiliþons aod cmsscuσ€nι§ ιhat em.rgc ßη τhe sclf,repΙe_
§εηιαtßοη§ of αηγ τeligious gloup wßΙhßη α mυΙtßου]τυταΙ socieiy mu§t be tαΙòη
iDιo scriou§ coD§idcratioη particulaτly \4,hcre reslomιion of "origiDal" Values

aηd pιacli.e§ bccomÝs α ρτßmατγ òοηòεπ, as wc hανÝ §ccn wir} §omc "fun_
damentalisc' groups ,Jνßιhßη Judai§m. Ιslam, and clristianity, ΑΙΙ ßοο often, ιhc
push for this Þ¸ò of ºεsßοΒßßοη" trl(cs place αι ý€ expcnse of critjca]
ýουght and ομη dialogue, α5 ΑΙαßη ΤßηΚßεΙΚταυÝ'- hαò noωd. nearly guar.n-
te€iÞg ιhò kind ofνiolònce þαι has alrεady lcft its bloody ιraces ßη EuroFan
hisωry,

ΕχòΙι§ßοD and αÞαιhòmα, exile and violeÞce, do not bÝΙοηg to ιhε kingdom
of God, bccau§e God is, eiergcιicalΙy, ]ον€, God does ßοι \yish fοτ ýε deaih
of ιbε sinncr, bυι for his rφcDÞllcc and his God_inspiτcd life. ΕòυmòÞΙòαΙ and
ßηι.πòΙßgßουs dialoεuÝs ατò α ηαΦιαΙ cxprεssion of such α hòτmeη€υιßc vicw-
point. and, in§tead of beiÞg disrcgaýÝd ο. obstrucιcd. ιheir conΕibuιion to
ýεοΙοgßcαΙ and dialogical Þaining mυsι be achowledged, most especially for
their Ρ\lετ οf suasion ßη ciνil òοηfτοßßαιßοD ψjth agnoslic cυlfure, lf, !hcr€_
fore, conlcmporary, gΙοbαΙ, mulliculωEl §οòaÝtγ is ßη oc.d of α moral τεΙΙ
gßοιιs sυýοτjιγ,6Ι ιhεÞ christianity h.s α $εαι ιbòοΙοgßòαΙ and social rcsponsi_
biliιy to stress ιhc §oι.riological ροιτòτ of ιh. chri§tian mcs§age ror αΙΙ οß
humankjnd, ηοι οηΙγ for chrisιian§,

The christian VVorId iaces α ciucial qυcslion: whcýcr it will suc§.s§li]ly
ιò§ροηd ιο ιhε call to §pread the ÝVaigclical mÝssage of sεlνatioi wßýßη coÞ_
ιcmφrary society. Thc quesιion τÞαγ b€ simplifi€d: Exclu§iνencs§ or ΙÞòΙυ_

siνenòss? lhe aÞ§wcr is ηοι ßιτΙ€ναηι Φ christoIogical òοι.τßοΙοσ, aÞd ΙοοΚ-

ing backyaid, ιοwατd "rcstolΞtion" ßη rcV€rsjon ιο the scbolωtic ρ65t, is ηο
altemaliν., bcca$ò ßι is iicomprchcnsible ßη ιοdrγ's mυΙιßòυΙΦταΙ ψοτΙÜ

Α, |inkÝVrΔlL LΔ deIoile d.lαΡσþ (PσiS, Ι987),

λrαhÞοý Abedii, ºs]αD.'' ]05,


