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Ot ovpPuwtikéc oxéoelg petal twv BaAaoowv aveuovov (Actiniaria,
Anthozoa) kat twv avopovowv (Anomura, Decapoda) mooimoBétovv 1n)
duxOecpomTa ddelwv kKeAvdpwv yaotegomodwv (Gastropoda, Mollusca) yiax tnv
avdntuoén touvg. Ou TOlHEQElS avTéG OUVUPUWOOELS, TIOU  XAQAKTNOLOTNKAV
“owoAoyika Tolywva” amd touvg Ross & Sutton to 1963, eivatr eAdxiota
peAetnpéveg otn Meodyelo. H magovoa épevva amookomel otnv katayeadn
TG TOWTIKNG OVVOEONG TWV OUYKEKQLUEVWY OLUBLWTIKWY TOLYWVWY TOL
Aryaiov amd oderypatoAnlec mov mpayupatomomOnkav oto mAaioo g
HEAETNG TWV ATIOQQLTITOEVWY OQYAVIOUWYV TNG TAQAKTING aAlelag. Méxot
onpega oLAAEXONKav kat peAet)Onkav 136 detypata amd 1o Aryaio, twv
omoiwv 1 TowTkr) ovvOeorn €del€e T ovppetoxn e avepwvng Calliactis
parasitica OV KatayQddnre o0& 0Ax, 4 eWOwv avouovewv (Dardanus calidus, D.
arrosor, Paguristes evemita, Pagurus excavatus) kot 8 edwv yootegomodwv (Phalium
granulatum, Tonna galea, Charonia tritonis variegata, Hexaplex trunculus, Bolinus
brandaris, Galeodea echinophora, Bolma rugosa, Natica stercusmuscarum). Emi tov
OULVOAOU TWV DELYHATWV KUQLAQXEL 1) TOLHEQNS CUUBLWTIKY OX£€0T) TwV edwv H.
trunculus-P. excavatus-C. parasitica pe ovxvotnta eupdaviong 23%, evw akoAovOet
avty twv P. Granulatum - D. Calidus - C. parasitica pe 16%. H ovykolon twv
OELYHATWV O& OX£0T] HE TN Yewyoadukr] Toug eEamAwon édele daxdpogés peta&v
Bopelov kat votov Aryaiov, kaBws oTV TEWTI TEQLOXT] OVHMETEIXAV KLQIWG
T eldn P. eremita wau P. excavatus, eva otn devteen ta D. calidus wow D. arrosor. Ot
dlxdogomomoels avtég xonlovv mepatépw dleevvnons, kabwg etvatl duvatov
va ovpBaAovy otnv 0p00TEEN 0QLOOETNON TWV BLOYEWYQAPIKWY VTIOTIEQLOXWV
Tov Atyalov aAAG kot TG vguTeENs Meooyelov.
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The development of symbiotic relations between sea anemones (Actiniaria,
Anthozoa) and hermit crabs (Anomura, Decapoda) presuppose the availability of
empty gastropod shells (Gastropoda, Mollusca). These tripartite symbioses were
called “ecological triangles” by Ross and Sutton in 1963 and have been poorly
studied in the Mediterranean Sea. The present study aims to assess the qualitative
composition of the symbiotic triangles in the Aegean from samples collected from
costal fisheries discards. Overall, 136 samples were collected from the Aegean Sea.
Their qualitative analysis showed that besides the sea anemone Calliactis parasitica,
recorded in all samples, 4 hermit brachyuran species (Dardanus calidus, D. arrosor,
Paguristes eremita, Pagurus excavatus) and 8 gastropod species (Phalium granulatum,
Tonna galea, Charonia tritonis variegata, Hexaplex trunculus, Bolinus brandaris, Galeodea
echinophora, Bolma rugosa, Natica stercusmuscarum) were identified. The symbiotic
triangle formed by the species H. trunculus-P. excavatus - C. parasitica dominated
(23%) followed by that of P. granulatum — D. calidus — C. parasitica (16%). A
comparison of the qualitative composition of the samples with respect to their
geographic distribution showed that in the northern Aegean the species P. eremita
and P. excavatus were most frequently collected, while in the southern Aegean the
species D. calidus and D. arrosor. These differences require further investigation,
since they could contribute to a more clear delimitation of biogeographical sub-
regions in the Aegean and the Mediterranean.





