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ABSTRACT
C. Antoniadou, D. Vafidis, E. Voultsiadou, C. Chintiroglou: Population structure of the

edible ascidian Microcosmus sabatieri Roule, 1885 in the South Aegean Sea.
Microcosmus sabatieri is an edible and commercially exploited benthic species. Since

there is no information on its population structure, the population density, pattern of dispersion
and frequency distribution was studied in South Aegean, where it is heavily harvested. Samples
were collected seasonally by SCUBA diving at 3 sites (August 2003, November 2003, March
2004, October 2004). Overall, 1,304 specimens were collected and measured. Mean population
density ranged from 71 individuals / 20" dive (March) to 110 individuals / 20' dive (October)
and the pattern of dispersion was even (I'= 1,07-1,21). Size ranged from 2 to 17 cm, with the
largest individuals caught at site F3. Size-frequency analysis indicated a mode ranging from 7-
10 cm, slightly differing among seasons and sampling sites. Condition index severely decreased
In August, especially at site F3. The gonad-somatic index differed among sites, with the higher
values recorded at site F2 and the smallest at F1. Temporal differences were also significant, as
the index decreased in March. These data support that the reproductive period of M. sabatieri
begins in autumn and ends before spring, a pattern that agrees with relevant reports from the

western Mediterranean.
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EIZAT'QI'H

Ta tedevtaia ypdvia 10 UOIKO amdbepa APKETOV CAEVUATOV EXEL TEPLOPLOTEL, KUPIWOS
AOY® NG ovotnuatikng vreparicvong (Pauly er al. 2002). H xotdotaon avth £xer emeEpet
cofapd owovoulkd mpoPAnua otic tomkég Kowwvieg, kabotdviac avaykaia ™y €0peoT)
aviiotabuiotikov pétpov ateiag, oto miaiow g Kowng Alevtiknig IoAtiknic. Meta&d tov
Pacikav pétpwv cvykataréyeton 1 aflonoinan acnovoviwv gd®V, kKabdg apkeTd and auta
givar €omdpa, Eyovv vynin Opentikn atio kar Bewpolvtal EKAEKTA YAOTPOVOUIKA Edéopata
Znuoavtikn eumopikn oéia, Wiaitepa oty negroyn Tov Notiov Aryaiov, mapovoidler 10 €idog
Microcosmus sabatieri, ) KOWVI] OVOKQ, EVM dEV VITAPYOLV EMICT|LO OTOLXELD YO TNV GAlEia TOV
oTIG EAAT\VIKEG Bdlaocoec.

T'o yévog Microcosmus mepihapfaver tpia edwdpa €idn, ta: M. sabatieri (povoka), M.
vulgaris (oppoé@ovoka) kar M. polymorphus (Bpaxd@ovoka), TOV OTAVIONV OTIG EAANVIKES
akte€C (Monniot & Monniot 1987). To M. sabatieri amotelel 10 7O KOWO OMEVGIHO E1OOC
povokag. Eamimverar og OAn TV €KTOOM TG VIOMOPAAINKNG Kot TEpUTapoAlakng Lovne.
TPOCKOAANLEVO GE Bpay®dOn VITOGTPOHATA ) 6€ CLCCWHaTOHATA Broyevav Bpvupdrwy, and | -
200 m PBaboc. Avamoapdyetar £yyevdg and 1o @Ovomwpo pexpL v avolln kat mapovoialer
TAQYKTOVIKO TTpovUUQIKO oTddio (Monniot & Monniot 1987). H cvotpatikn aiieia tov €idovs
YIVETOL PE KATASVOTN, £V GLAAEYETON TUYaia ge drapopa epyareia (m.y. Tpateg, diyTva Buvbov)
amo peyaivtepa Badn. Europevetan {wvtavo xat KatavoADOVETAL OUO 1) LETATONUEVO.

H cvykekpiuévn epyacio amookomnel 6ty TopOLGIACT) TOV TPOKATOPKTIKMOV CTOLYEI®V
¢ mAnbuopakng doung e kowng govokag, oto NOTo Aryaio, 0mov 1o €id0g vrdkeTal GE

GUOTNUATIKY aAigvon.
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YAIKA KAI MEOOAOI

H epyaocia avt mpaypatonomdnke otnv AGTUTAAAL, GE TPELS TOPAKTIONG 0TAHUODG
(@1 36°30°459°N 26°19°859°E, @2 36°34’498°'N 26°15’287’E, ®3 36°31’'733’N
26°28’317°E) (Ew. 1), og Babn amd 25-50 m. H emAoyn tov otabpov ompixbnke omy
TPOKATUPKTIKY EMOKONNON £VOC TLKVOL SIKTOOL OE0E®MV KATA UNKOG NG OKTOYPOUHUNG TG
Vo0V, Kal pE otdYo T péyrotn duvarn dacmopd tove. ‘Eyvav 4 emoyikég SerypatoAnyieg
(Avyovatog 2003, NoéuBprog 2003, Maptiog 2004, Oktdfprog 2004), pe avtévoun Kataovon
Kal pe ™ Ponbewa omoyyaAlEwy.

Kdlle derypatoinyia nepiiauPave tov mpocdiopiopd e mAnbucpiakng mukvoTntag,
TOV TPOTLNLOV YWPOodidtaine, kobd¢ Kat T ovAloyn Tuyaiwv oetypdtwv tov mAnbvopov. H
nAnfuouiaks) TukvoTTA EKTIUNONKE NMUIMOCOTIKA ylo TNV KAAvyT NG €upOTEPNG dLVATTG
TEPLOYNC Katavoune tov gidovg (Bakus 1990), Baoel Tov xpdvov cuAAoync Kal arodobnke wg
apfpuoc atopwv ava 20' karadvong (NI/20'). H ektipnon tov mpoTtdmov XWpoolatosnsg Tmv
minfvoudv Boaciotke oto deiktn tov Morisita (I'), evod ta 6edopéva GLAAEXONKAY HEC® TNG
nefodov tTwv tuyaio tomofetnuévav mAaiciov 50 x 50 cm (Bakus 1990). Zto nedio ywotav 1
LETPMOT TOV OMKOU pNKovS TV atopmv (L), TpoKeEVOD VA KATACKELAGTOVV Ol KATA HNKOG
ovvBéoelc Twv kKhdoswv peyébove towv TAnbuoudv (Antoniadou et al. 2004a). 50 tvyaia dropa
amoOnkevovtayv o ddAvua EOPUOANC 9% yia TN CLVTIPNOTN KOL TNV TEPATEP® EMECEPYUTIQ
TOUG, OV TEPAapPave tov vroloyiopd tov oAtkov PBapovg (W), tov oAikov Pdapoug pavova
(Wyn) kot tov oAtkoV Bapove e yovadas (We). ‘Etol, exktiunbnke o deikmg evpwotioag (AE =
Wu/W), mov vrodnAdvel T QUGIOAOYIKY KOTACTOON TOV AatOp®V €vog mAnbuopold kot o
yovadoowpuatikog deiktne (AI' = Wg/Wy), Tov TEpypa@eL TV avamapay®yikn KaTaoTtaot TV
ATOH®WV TOL TANBLG LY.

Téloc, epapuootnke n avaivon dacmopdag dmAng katevbuvong (two-way ANOVA)
Ylo. TN GUYKPIOT] OTO YHOPO Kot 010 ¥povo TG TANGLOHIOKNG TUKVOTNTAS, TOV HECOVL OALKOV
UNKOVC, TOV EIKTN EVPWOTING Kot TOV Yovadoowuatiko deiktn (Zar 1984). [Na tov eviomopo
TOV EMUEPOVE OAPOPOTOMCEDV EQPUPUOCTNKE T SOKIpacio TV EAAYICTOV OTHAVIIKOV
otapopwv tov Fisher (LSD).
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Ewk. 1: [Tapaktior sraBpoi dcryparornyiog eovokag (@1, @2, ®3) otn Nijoo Astonaiara.
Fig. 1: Map of the island of Astypalea indicating sampling stations (@1, ®2, ®3).

AITOTEAEZMATA KAI XYYZHTHXH

ZovolKka cVAAEyOnkav ko petpROnkav 1304 dropa. H péon tiun g mAnbuopoakic
TUKVOTNTOS TG QovoKkac ava dstypatoAnyio kvpdvinke and 71 dropa / 20" xatdovong
(Mdaptiog 2004) uéypt 110 dropa / 20" katddvong (OxtodPprog 2004). H xatavoun g apboviag
OEV ELPAVIOE OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKEC dapopés, ovte petaéy tov otabpov (F = 0,52 p = 0,01),
oVTE Kot HETAED TV da@opeTiKDY Enoywv oetypatoinyiag (F = 2,00 p = 0,19).

To mpoTvmo Ywpodidtaéne e povokag Bpébnke va akoAovbel TV KavVOVIKT) KATAVOUN
kat otouc 3 otobpovc emoyikd (I'= 1,07-1,21). Avrtictoryo mpotvmo €£xer avoagepbel y
mAnBuoove Tov eldove ot meproyéc tov Bopeiov Aryaiov (Antoniadou et al. 2004b). atvetat
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AOWTOV OT1 TO TPOTLTO AV TO amotehel oTabepd dopkd yapoktipa TV TANBLGUOV TS POVOKOC,
TPOPAVAG GE OYECT) WE TN YWPOKPATIKY] GUUTEPLPOPA TTOV ep@aviler 1 TAEOVOTTO TV MN
AmoIKIaK®V acicloiwv (Monniot er al. 1991).

H xoatavoun twv xAacewv peyeBovg epgdavice moapopolo mpotvmo petald tov 3
otabuav kat otig téocepig emoyikés derypatonyies (Ew. 2). To pikog tov prdva kopdvOnke
ano 2-17 cm, evéd 10 HEGO TG KOTAVOUNG EVTOTIOTNKE OTIS KAGoe Twv 7-10 cm, avdloyo pe
mv enoyn Kot 10 otabud. To pé€oo pnkog twv mAnBuopmv g @ovokag dev Bpédnke va
KOTAVEUETAL OHOOUEPOG 0VTE 6TO XDPO (F = 3,40 p = 0,0335), obte kau oto ypdvo (F = 90,81 p
= 0,0001). Ot ctaBpol @1 ko P2 dev epnpdvicav peydres SAKVUAVOEIC 6TO HECO PAKOC TV
aTOpWV, evid 610 otafud d3, cvvolikd, aledfnkav ot peyolbtepeg povokes. AvrtioTorya, Ot
EMOYIKEG OLAPOPOTOLCELS cLVOYILovTaL OV EAATTOON TOV HEGOV PHKOVE TV TANBVGUAOV TO
Maptio tov 2004 ko otV akdrovdn avénon tov OktdBplo Tov idov £rovc.
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Eik. 2: Katavopr) rov khaosov peyidovg (uijkog itdva o€ cm) TS POVOKAS 6TOVS TPELS oTaOpovg
ocrypatoiwiag (@1, 2, ®3) croyika (8/2003, 11/2003, 3/2004, 10/2004).

Fig. 2: Size-frequoncy distribution of Microcosmus sabatieri at different stations (P1, ®2, ®3) and
seasons (8/:003, 11/2003, 3/2004, 10/2004).

O oelkmg gupwotiog dev mOPOVGINCE CTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKEC S1aQOpéC HETAED TOV
ctabpmv derypatoinyiog (F = 0,72 p = 0,485). Avrifeta, Stapopomonifnke onpaviikd EMOYIKQL
(F = 14,74 p = 0,0001), xabdg otnv mpd™ derypatoinyia (Avyovotog 2003) 1 péon Tiun Tov
OEIKTN TV XOUNAT], PAVOLEVO TTOV a@opd Kupine Tov TAnBuoud Tov otaduod @3 (Ew. 3). O
CUYKEKPLUEVOG OEIKTNG, OvaQEépeTal £upeca otV mopaywyn g oeéhung Popdlac Tov
QALEVHATOG KOL CUVEMMG €Y&' GUECO QVTIKPIGHA OTNV Tapaywmykn owdikacia, &vd ot
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OlPOPOTOMGELS, MOV KoToypaenkav oyetiloviar kupimwg pe TNV EMOYIKOTNTO  TNG
AVATAPAYDYNC.

Terog, n Ty tov yovadocwuatikov deiktn (Ewk. 3) mapovcioce onUavTikéC S1opopES
TO0G0 HETAZD TV otabuav detypatoinyiag (F = 6 p = 0,0027), 660 kot petaéd twv emoymv (F =
486,34 p = 0,0001). Zg 611 agopd t0oLS oTEBUOVE, Ol OlYOPEC eviomioTnKay UETAED TMV
otabuov @2 ko P1, xkabnhg otov TpdTo Kataypdenke n vynAotepn péon tun (FA = 0,273),
eV 0TO 0eVTEPO M younAdtepn (A = 0,252). Ze 611 agopd TV emoyn NG OEYUATOANWiOC, Ot
OLPOPES aPopoLV TV mepiodo tov Maptiov, katd v omoia 1 péon TR Tov deiktn NTOV
onuavtike younAotepn (I'A = 0,1523), 1660 o€ oyéon pe mv tponyovpevn nepiodo (NoEuPprog
2003 I'A = 0,320) 660 kot pe v endpevn (Oktofprog 2004 I'A = 0,316). Znueudvetan Ot dev
MPOGOLOPIGTNKE 0 OEiKTNG TOV AVYOVOTO AOY® TOL TOAD HiKpoU peyéBovg twv yovadwv. Ta
CTOLYELN AVTA, OE€ GUVOLAGUO UE TNV EUPEAVIOT] UIKPOTEP®Y aTOU®Y TO MapTio, deiyvouvy 011 N
QVOTTOPOAYWYIKN  mwEPlodoc Tov  Microcosmus  sabatieri  Eexivaer 10 @OwvoOmwpo Kot
oAOKANpOvETAL TPV TV avoign. To avarapaywylkd avtd TpOTLIO cLUE®VEL pe Ta Sabéoiua
CTOLYELN OTTO TN HEAETT) TOV £id0VG otn AvTikny Meoodyeto (Monniot & Monniot 1987).
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Ewk. 3: Metafoin g péong Tipng tov dciktn cvpwetios (AE) kat Tov yovadoocopatikov SeikT
(I'A) ava otaOpé kar derypatoinariky nepiodo. H ypappun c@daipatog anodidct TV TUMIKI)
ATOKALGT].

Fig. 3: Spatial and seasonal variation of the condition (AE) and the gonad-somatic (I'A) index.
Error bar = standard deviation.
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