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Figure 1. Strengths of the European system (CEN 2006) 
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 2.          408:2003 
Figure 2.  Figures from the official edition of EN 408:2003 
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Abstract 
Standardisation consists a major factor in the process of improving, 

controlling and guaranteeing quality, while it can offer adding value and increase the 
competitiveness. The European Union, in order to ensure the protection of consumers and 
the free trading of goods, has developed a powerful system of standardization, and at the 
same time it collaborates closely with the International Organization of 
Standardization. The use of European standards, which is the result of 
standardization, has voluntary character but can constitute a functional 
solution for the conformity to the basic requirements of the European 
legislation, that lead to labelling “CE”. However, in order to guarantee
those advantages of standardisation, all the processes that are followed
during the development of standards must obey essential rules of quality.
However the corresponding committees of the European Union admit that 
there are important problems in the effectiveness and efficiency of the 
European system of standardisation. The sampling examination of European 
and international standards on the area of wood products has shown the 
existence of weaknesses, that can be due to the lack of completeness in their definition, 
their insufficient translation as national standards, or even their bad printing quality, which 
makes them vague and less functional. The participation of all interested bodies 
could contribute considerably in the qualitative improvement of standardisation, which 
apart from the support that it provides in the operation of united marked could consist a 
model of legislation contributing to the organisation of society. 
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