[image: image1.png]



ΦΤΩΧΕΙΑ 3 - POVERTY 3

	PERIOD A (March 1990 - September 1990)

	STRUCTURE AND DIMENSIONS OF TARGET GROUPS

	SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES

	Economic dimension 

54.9% of SPF have an income of up to 70,000 drs. Many families are not only unable to satisfy their needs but are confronted with the problem of actual survival: approximately 50% of households do not have basic house facilities, and two out of ten households have no electricity or water or toilet. SPF in the district are families of internal immigrants without property or descendants of internal immigrants or refugees without property. Their poverty is a result of a Iack of a steady and satisfactory income that is the result of underemployment or unemployment.

The causes of underemployment or unemployment, are:

a) the low educational level and the consequent lack of professional training

b) the lack of facilities to care for the children of working parents

c) health problems, which are reported by the group of SPF more frequently than among the general population of the district as the main cause of poverty 
Social and political dimension
 

SPF are less incorporated into the social, cultural and political environment than the general population of the district: their participation in clubs, political organisations, athletic clubs, etc., of the district is almost nonexistent. The causes of the social isolation and cultural deprivation are:

a) SPF are counted among the least-informed segments of the population.

b) Members of SPF have no sense of communal responsibility when confronting social problems in the district and reject the idea of organising themselves

for the solution of such problems.

c) Women who represent the greater number of single parents become socially isolated after separation divorce or the birth of a child out of wedlock.

	FAMlLIES WITΗ SPECIAL NEEDS

	Economic dimension 

52.8% of the FISN have an income below 70,000 drs. The economic poverty becomes worse because disability is not onlγ an obstacle to earning a living for the individual but it requires additional expenses. The causes of inadequate monthly family income are:

a) the hostile job market for the disabled

b) the lack of the necessary substructures to serve the disabled

c) the lack of organised information services and mutual assistance networks enhanced by the underdeveloped state intervention in this area

Social and cultural dimension
Disabled persons are tied down and isolated in their homes, while their families experience social isolation and cultural deprivation

Causes:

a) lack of accessibility to buildings

b) the stigmatisation of most forms of infirmity

c) the lack of dialogue  for the disabled and their needs

d) the lack of communication networks
The dimension of health
 For certain types of disability everyday survival presupposes the existence of special conditions. Lack of the bare necessities leads to further health deterioration. Furthermore, the degree of certain forms of disability is often due to the fact that the family does nοt recognise or accept the extent of the disability. 
Causes:
The causes of this dimension of poverty are similar to those leading to social isolation and cultural deprivation.

	PONTIAN FAMILIES 

	Economic Dimension 

The income of the Pontians places them financially in the poorer groups of the district (47% of the families have a family income of less than 70,000 drs. The families of the recently repatriated from the USSR Pontians do not have any property. Moreover, because nο agreements have been signed between the USSR and Greece, the elderly do not receive any pensions. Consequently, their poverty is the result of lack of steady and satisfactory income that is the result of unemployment or underemployment. The causes for their underemployment or unemployment are:

a) their ignorance of modern Greek

b) their inability to seek and find the appropriate civil services and their lack of connections with the informed segment of the population of the district

Social and Cultural Dimension
 The families of repatriated Pontians are isolated from their social environment in spite of the most positive attitude of the Pontians in Greece who settled here before the Second World War.

Causes: The main cause of their isolation is their ignorance of modern Greek. Young children are seriously affected because their lack of the language makes their integration into the schools much harder. This further intensifies the isolation of the group.

	GYPSIES 

	Economic dimension

 Gypsies are among the poorer groups of the district, having no steady income.

Causes:

Lack of steady income is the result of their attachment exclusively to jobs whose regular exercise is hindered either by the authorities or bγ gypsies own lack of organisation. Their attachment to these few jobs is for the majority of the Gypsies the result of family tradition but also of their inability to seek other occupation, due to illiteracy.

 Social and cultural dimension

 Gypsies are a group experiencing extreme social isolation.

Causes:

Social isolation is the result of prejudices in the wider community leading to hostile behaviour toward Gypsies.

 The dimension of health

 Gypsies have more serious health problems than the other groups of the districts.

Causes:

The main cause is the poor condition of their houses particularly the high humidity and the lack of adequate hygienic facilities.


