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ΦΤΩΧΕΙΑ 3 - POVERTY 3

	PERIOD A (March 1990 - September 1990)

	DEFINITIOΝ OF TARGET GROUPS

	From the research conducted on a sample of 1787 households; it was found that almost all of the poor and socially excluded people in

the district (more than 80% ) belong to the following four groups:

a) Single-Parent Families

b) Families with Disabled or Handicapped Members

c) Pontian Families (people of Greek origin who came recently from the ex USSR)

d) Gypsies

	DIMENSIONS OF POVERTY AND EXCLUSIOΝ

	Al1 target groups live in a state of poverty and exclusion, but they experience that in different ways, to a different degree and for different reasons. 

	Economic dimension

	It refers to all groups and emerges as a result of processes of exclusion from the job market due to low educational level, lack of professional qualifications, negative family circumstances, inappropriateness of positions of work and prejudices in the wider society.

	Spatial exclusion (ghetto)

	It mainly concerns: 

· gypsies (40% of the loca1 population) in Dendropotamos, an often flooded, overcrowded poorly serviced, highly polluted area 

· gypsies in tent areas situated in marginally areas in the border of the three municipalities 

	Unequal participation in public benefits (cultural dimension of poverty)

	It implicates all groups and appears as a result of the precedent cultural downgrading of the area and the existence of those sociocultural characteristic functioning as obstacles to the equal participation in public benefits. Especially the limited prospects of a successful and extended participation in the educational institutions both generates and perpetuates segregation from all other institutions and blocks the device οf strategies for surpassing it.

	Social exclusion

	For the Gypsies and to a degree - for the Pontians it appears as social segregation of the group as a whole - with a simultaneous perseverance of strong social relationships and activities in the bosom of the group.

For the single-parent families and the families with special need members it manifests itself as individual alienation.

It is the result firstly of lack of appropriate substructures for the communication, of knowledge and skills which are necessary for the social integration of groups with particularities.

	Infirmity

	Infirmity is reported as existing in all groups. Sickliness is a cause for further slithering down to poverty and social segregation; it is also an important factor for their riveting into poverty conditions even in those cases when sickness is the result of previously experienced poverty and social isolation.

	Lack of political power

	Lacking political power and substantial intervention in the political affairs is evident in all groups. It is not a result of a lack of constitutionally secured human rights but it is a derivative of the main causes that drove them into poverty and/or their personal negative condition that came as a result of poverty and isolation. Lack of political power is manifested by total lack of participation in pressure groups and political organizations and -basically- it appears as acceptance of the current practice of clientele political relationships. This system of clientele political relationships turns a purely social problem into an exclusively personal one and leads the I poor and the isolated into a relation of dependence on the power holders.




	MAIN OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAMME:

	1. Improvement of the standard of living (the economic dimension of poverty) 

2. Encouragement and support of social participation (social and political dimension of poverty) 

3. Cultural enrichment and surpassing of social isolation (socio-cultural dimension of poverty) 

4. Improvement of health condition (dimension of health 


